4 Lanna Kingdom Development 1296 - 1939

Lanna means “Land of a million rice fields”; Lanna is completely different from other provinces of Thailand in cuisine, culture and custom. It is generally acknowledged, throughout Thailand, that the northern women are the most beautiful, friendliest and politest in the country. The charm and gentleness of the northerners seldom fail to impress even the foreign visitors. The rich cultures and history owe much to the influence of Burma and, to a certain extent Laos. Still found in northern temples is the script of Lanna, which is probably the original Thai script and thought to be based on Mon. A similar script is still in use today by the Shan people in Myanmar.

4.1 Historical Development of Lanna Kingdom

The first settlers from southern China included minority groups of Mon, Khmer and Chinese, called themselves “Tai” meaning “free”, formed the first city states in the northern region of present day Thailand. In ancient times, communities were set up along the major rivers; being isolated settlements, they were forced to be self-sufficient and independent. 
Phaya Mengrai, the ruler of Lao Dynasty, was the son of Phaya Meng of Ngoen Yang and Nang Thep Kham Khayai, who was the daughter of the Tai Leu ruler of Chiang Rung (southern China). He ascended the throne of Ngoen Yang in 1259 and determined to reunite the divided small kingdoms and prevent further suffering from constant fighting along the border. He successfully brought all small kingdoms in the Kok River basin under his power and declared it as Yonok Kingdom. From there he extended his power to the west and to the south; and decided to move the capital from Ngoen Yang Chiang Saen and established the city of Chiangrai in 1262. Six years later he captured Chiang Khong. In 1272 he moved the capital to Fang to seek a place more suited for the expansion of his kingdom. His next move was to capture Mon prosperous cities of Nakhon Haripunchai (Lamphun) and Nakhon Khe Lang (Lampang). Phaya Mengrai mobilized his forces and conquered Haripunchai in 1283. He resided there for three years and found out that the city was too small and little opportunity for territorial expansion; it was an ancient, prosperous city with many temples and would serve better as religious center. He moved the capital to a new site which became known as Wiang Kum Kam (Figure 11). The location decision was greatly influenced by the location of
Haripunchai and was selected for convenience of transportation and trade. Traditionally, the Lao Dynasty preferred to establish their cities in the low foothills at the base of mountains. The religious architecture was also copied from Mon Haripunchai in the construction of temples such as Wat Chedi Liam (temple with square shape pagoda) (Figure 12). Phaya Mengrai resided at Wiang Kum Kam for five years; this site was a low land and flooded during rainy season, causing hardship and difficulty, it was not a suitable location to be the new capital of Lanna Kingdom. Phaya Mengrai began to search for a better location for the capital of the Lanna Kingdom.

Figure 11: Wiang Kum Kam              Figure 12: Wat Chedi Liam
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 Source: Photos taken during the author’s field survey November 2007 - March 2008.
4.2 The Establishment of the New Lanna Capital

According to Lamchul Houbcharoen
 Chiangmai as Lanna capital city development may be classified into two periods under two dynasties. The first period covers 262 years under Mengrai dynasty with 17 rulers; the second period covers 158 years under Kawila dynasty with 9 rulers. During these 420 years under 26 rulers, various ethnic groups, including hilltribes from mountains of neighboring countries, joined together and called themselves “Khon Muang” (local people of Lanna). The stronger ethnic groups preserved their traditions while the weaker ones followed. Through the unbroken succession of generations, all groups blended and lived together in peaceful harmony; the new arrivals with fresh cultural influences adding to the long history and culture of Chiangmai city as Lanna capital. They began to use the same dialect known as “Kam Muang” (Lanna dialect) and continued until the present day (Table 16).

In 1296, Phaya Mengrai (Figure 13) discovered the most suitable area for the new capital city at the base of Suthep Mountain. He invited his two sworn allies, Phaya Ngam Muang of Phayao and Phaya Ramkhamhaeng of Sukhothai to visit the site. The three kings
 (Figure 14) agreed that the fertile plains between Suthep Mountain and Ping River would be the best location for the new capital city of Lanna Kingdom. These three kings took vows not to be suspicious of each other; the trust and friendship among the three kings enable them to expand the territory with unity and stability. King Mengrai began the construction by building a rectangular shaped wall measuring 900 wah
 (1.8 km) wide and 1,000 wah long (2.0 km). A moat was dug around the wall; a palace and a market were set up within the city. Each side of the four walls has a gate measuring 4 wah (8 meter). Changphuak Gate is located at the northern wall; the Guardian Spirit is known as Khandharakkhito. Chiangmai Gate is located at the southern wall; the Guardian Spirit is known as Cheyyaphummo. Thapae Gate is located at the eastern wall; the Guardian Spirit is known as Surakkhito. Suandok Gate is the western gate with Surachato as the Guardian Spirit. Later on, in addition to the four original gates, Suanprung Gate was constructed for taking corpses from the city to the cremation ground at 
Table 16: Lanna Development Classified by Rulers under Two Dynasties

	Rulers/Kings
	Ruling Periods
	Important Social Developments

	Mengrai Dynasty
	1296-1558
	Kingdom Expansion; Cultural Blending.

	1. Phaya Mengrai
	1296-1317
	State security; Chiangmai city establishment; Craftsmanship promotion; Compilation of law;

	2. Phaya Chai Songkhram
	1317
	Moving administration center to Chiangrai

	3. Phaya Saen Phu
	1317-1327
	Moving administration center to Chiang Saen

	4. Phaya Kham Fu
	1327-1344
	Phayao integration as part of Lanna Kingdom

	5. Phaya Pha Yu
	1345-1367
	Moving administration center to Chiangmai;  Support, spread and develop Buddhism; Laying foundation for social development.

	6. Phaya Keu Na
	1367-1388
	Early stage of golden age; peaceful state;  religion, agriculture were highly developed;

	7. Phaya Saen Muang Ma
	1388-1411
	Non-revenge culture; unity creation;

	8. Phaya Sam Fang Kaen
	1411-1442
	Kingdom extension northward; strategic warfare; Haw culture absorption; 

	9. Phaya Tilokaraj
	1442-1487
	Peak of golden age; kingdom expansion; Nan, Phrae, Tai Yai and Chiang Rung cultures assimilation; Tripitaka review;

	10. Phaya Yot Chiangrai
	1487-1495
	No contribution

	11. Phaya Kaeo
	1495-1525
	Lanna literature; Pali textbooks;

	12. Phaya Ket Chesatharaj
	1526-1538
	Entered the age of decline; internal conflicts;

	13. Chao Sai Kham
	1538-1543
	King without virtue; no contribution;

	14. Phra Muang Ket Klao
	1543-1545
	King for second time; no contribution;

	15. Phra Nang Chiraprapa
	1545
	Temporary ruler; no contribution;

	16. Phra Chai Chesatha
	1546-1547
	Taking Emerald Buddha, treasures, texts, monks, scholars to Luang Prabang (Laos);

	17. Phra Mekuthi 
	1551-1558
	Weak ruler; trying to change local culture and traditions; heavy taxes imposed; vassal state of Burma;

	Kawila Dynasty
	1781-1939
	Restoration and Public Administration Reforms.

	1. Phra Chao Kawila
	1781-1813
	Repopulation with mixed races; Lanna Kingdom expansion in all directions; blending of cultures, customs and traditions.

	2. Phaya Thammalangka
	1813-1821
	Restoration of temples, walls and moat.

	3. Phaya Kham Fan
	1821-1825
	Little contribution.

	4. Phaya Phutthawong
	1825-1846
	Chiangmai repopulation; increase in domestic and international trade; suppression Vientiane rebellion; capture hilltribes and integrate them into Chiangmai population. 

	5. Phaya Mahawong
	1846-1854
	Control over Chiangmai, Lamphun, Lampang.

	Rulers/Kings
	Ruling Periods
	Important Social Developments

	6. Chao Kawilorot Suriyawong
	1856-1870
	Religious development; dissemination of Christianity especially Protestant in Lanna;

	7. Chao Inthravichayanon
	1870-1897
	Weak ruler; British logging industry involved many lawsuits against local officials;

	8. Chao Inthawarorot Suriyawong
	1901-1909
	Peaceful era; development of arts, music, drama, zoo, religion, electrification and new educational system by American missionary. 

	9. Chao Kaeo Naowarat
	1909-1939
	Bridge construction across Ping River; Warorot Market establishment; religious development.


Source: Lamchul Houbcharoen. Legends of Lanna. The Knowledge Center. March 2007.
Figure 13: Phaya Mengrai Monument
     Figure 14: The Three Kings Monument
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Source: http://www.1stopchiangmai.com/about_cm/history 
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Figure 15: Chiangmai Map with Five Gates
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Source: http://www.chiangmai-online.com/map/oldcity.html#map
Hai Ya. The northwestern corner is known as Hua Lin which means the point where water originates. The northeastern corner of the city is known as Sri Phum Corner which means honor of the city. Ku Rang Corner (pronounced as Ku Huang in local dialect) is located at the southwestern corner which means the relics of Muen Huang are stored. The southeastern corner is a low land area where water forms a pond with fish; it is known as Ka Tam Corner which means equipment for catching fish. When the construction of the city was completed, the three kings named the new city “Nophaburi Sri Nakhon Ping Chiangmai”. Nowadays, the walls of the city have long been demolished and all that remains are the gates and the four corners or bastions.

Phaya Mengrai, the first king of Lanna, ruled over Chiangmai until he reached the age of eighty. He was a great ruler and warrior; he compiled a book of laws known as “Mengraisart” based on Haripunchai Mon’s code of ethics. He promoted craftsmanship especially silversmith, goldsmith, blacksmith and metal founder. He established markets for trading both in Wiang Kum Kam and Chiangmai. The artisans, goldsmiths and metal workers, from Mon Hongsawadi and Tai Yai of Muang Angwa followed Phaya Mengrai’s wife to Chiangmai. Mixing and blending of these different culture origins, the artistic culture of Lanna first began to find its own identity.
After 21 years of his ruling, one day while Phaya Mengrai was walking in the market he was struck by a thunderbolt and passed away at the age of eighty. His son, Phaya Chai Songkhram constructed a pagoda (chedi) at the death location of his father. A monument was later built at Klang Wiang Intersection (center of the four walls of Chiangmai city) as a memorial
 (Figure 13). Phaya Chai Songkhram, the second king of Lanna, ascended the throne in the year 1317 for four months and moved to reside in Chiangrai. He handed the throne over to his son Phaya Saen Phu, the third king of Lanna, but during 1319-1324 Chao Khun Khrua (Phaya Mengrai’s son) took over the throne by force and without official coronation. Phaya Chai Songkhram suppressed Chao Khun Khrua and appointed Phaya Saen Phu to ascend the throne for the second time. After the death of Phaya Chai Songkhram, Phaya Saen Phu ascended the throne in Chiangrai and his son Phaya Kham Fu, the fourth king of Lanna, was sent to rule Chiangmai during 1327-1344. After Phaya Kham Fu’s death, his son Phaya Pha Yu, the fifth king of Lanna, ascended the throne. He moved the administration center back from Chiang Saen to Chiangmai; Buddhism was supported, spread and developed; many important temples were constructed; foundations for social development were laid down
. After the death of Phaya Pha Yu, his son Phaya Keu Na ascended the throne as the sixth king of Lanna. This was the early stage of golden age and prosperity. Religion and agriculture were highly developed; peaceful environment existed all over Lanna Kingdom. After the death of Phaya Keu Na, his son Phaya Saen Muang Ma, the seventh king of Lanna, ascended the throne, he mobilized Lanna forces to attack Sukhothai, but was defeated by Ayutthaya military and almost lost his life. After that he decided not to enter into any war and emphasized religious development. He started a new culture of non-revenge, his uncle and ministers, mobilizing forces against him, were not executed as normal practice. It created unity among the Lanna people. 
Phaya Sam Fang Kaen, the son of Phaya Saen Muang Ma, ascended the throne as the eighth king of Lanna. He adopted strategic warfare to fight against Chinese Haw. The kingdom was expanded northward to Xi Shuang Banna territory and Muang Yong was established as a buffer state to protect enemy attaching from the north. Lanna Kingdom reached its peak during the reign of Phaya Tilokaraj, son of Phaya Sam Fang Kaen and the ninth king of Lanna. He expanded Lanna Kingdom in all directions, to the east he conquered Muang Nan, Muang Phrae, to the west he extended the territory to Shan state of Burma, to the north he captured Chiang Rung. Lanna Kingdom assimilated various cultures from those captured communities. Buddhism also reached its peak, many temples were constructed and Buddhist Council was established to review the Tripitaka
. 
After the death of Phaya Tilokaraj, his nephew, Phaya Yot Chiang Rai ascended the throne as the tenth king of Lanna for eight years without any contribution. Finally he was forced to step down and handed over the throne to his son, Phaya Kaeo the eleventh king of Lanna. The main contributions of Phaya Kaeo were the dissemination of Lanna literature and the composition Palitexts of Buddhist Khamphi (Bible) which is still in use for teaching Pali. Phaya Kaeo had on children to succeed him upon his death, Phaya Ket Chesatharaj was invited to ascend the throne as the twelfth king of Lanna. Lanna Kingdom entered the age of decline; Phaya Ket Chesatharaj could not gain support from all ministers. Moreover, there were conflicts among ministers. Finally he was expelled from Chiangmai to rule over a small city. His son, Chao Sai Kham, a ruler without virtue, ascended the throne as the thirteenth king of Lanna. He created nothing but problem, trouble and suffering to the people. After five years he was executed and Phaya Ket Chesatharaj was invited to ascend the throne for the second time as Phra Muang Ket Klao the fourteenth king of Lanna. After two years he was executed for his insanity. There were riots in Chiangmai, conflicts among ministers, finally Phra Nang Chiraprapa, daughter of Phra Muang Ket Klao, was invited to ascend the throne temporary until the arrival of Phra Muang Ket Klao’s nephew. Phra Nang Chiraprapa was crowned the fifteenth king of Lanna for one year. At the arrival of Phra Chai Chesatha, from Luang Prabang (Laos) of Lan Xang Kingdom, she handed the throne over to him and he became the sixteenth king of Lanna. Phra Chai Chesatha ruled Lanna for only two years, upon the death of his father, he had to return to Luang Prabang to suppress the uprising in the city, terminate the civil war between Luang Prabang and Vientiane and he never came back to Lanna. However, he took with him many Buddha images, including Emerald Buddha, religious texts, treasures, monks and scholars. 
Chiangmai was deserted and left without ruler for four years. The ministers who were loyal to the Mengrai Dynasty searched for the descendant of Phaya Mengrai to rule Chiangmai. Phra Mekuthi from Muang Nai was invited and crowned the seventeenth king of Lanna. He tried to change the local culture and traditions which affected the feeling of Lanna people. Moreover, he imposed heavy taxes and could not control his officials. Lanna deteriorated to the extent that Phra Chao Burengnong of Burma could capture Chiangmai within three days in the year 1558. That marked the end of the last king of Mengrai Dynasty; the whole Lanna Kingdom, including small vassal states, was under Burmese ruling for 216 years (1558-1774). During this long period, Burmese culture, custom and traditions were assimilated. Lanna people tried many unsuccessful rebellions. Finally, Burma relocated the administration center of Lanna from Chiangmai to Chiang Saen for easier control. In 1763, Burma recaptured Chiangmai and relocated almost all Chiangmai people to Muang Angwa in Burma and Chiangmai became a deserted city.

During the period that Chiangmai was under Burmese ruling, Lampang ruler passed away without appointment of successor, Lamphun took advantage of the opportunity by sending military to attack Lampang. Chao Thipchang led a group of volunteers to fight and defeated Lamphun forces, and he was appointed Phaya Su Lawa Leuchai the new ruler of Lampang. After his death, his son Chao Chai Kaeo ascended the throne. This new ruler had seven sons (Chao Jet Ton) and three daughters, these seven sons played a vital role to liberate Chiangmai from Burmese ruling and started a new dynasty of Chiangmai. The oldest son, Chao Kawila was defeated by Burmese forces; he turned to Siam (old name of Thailand) for support. Burmese used Lanna as base for sources of supplies to attack Ayutthaya; after King Taksin relocated people and established Thonburi, he supported Chao Kawila and drove Burmese out of Lanna to establish Chiangmai as buffer state protecting further Burmese attack on Thonburi. Chiangmai was provided ammunitions and military support whenever it was under attack. In 1774, Thai forces under the command of Chao Kawila successfully drove the Burmese out of Chiangmai; since then Chiangmai became a dominion state of Siam. Chao Kawila was appointed Phaya Kawila and sent to rule over Lampang. In 1782 when King Rama I (Chakri Dynasty) ascended the throne of Rattanakosin with Bangkok as the new capital city, he appointed Phaya Kawila as the first ruler of Chiangmai under the new Kawila dynasty. 

Phaya Kawila expanded Lanna in all directions and brought mixed races to repopulate Chiangmai; craftsmen were settled in different parts of Chiangmai, such as Tai Khoen settled down in Wuolai road which became well-known for its lacquerware and silverware (Figure 16). The mixed races included Tai Yai, Tai Leu, Tai Khoen and Tai Yong from Xi Shuang Banna and also Kha and Burmese. The races and cultures mixed over time, and they call themselves “Khon Muang” (local people of Lanna) and speak “Kam Muang” (Lanna dialect). Over two hundred years of blending of cultures, customs and traditions; nowadays several religious buildings show Burmese artistic influence (Figure 17); the custom of tattooing practiced among men and ear piercing among women; ordaining as a novice rather than a monk.
Figure 16: Wuolai Community Producing Silverware


Source: Photos taken during the author’s field survey November 2007 - March 2008.

Figure 17: Wat Ku Tao and the Temple Name Written in Lanna Language

Source: Photos taken during the author’s field survey November 2007 - March 2008.

Phaya Kawila restored and brought back Chiangmai prosperity. Moreover, rulers of smaller cities such as Lampang, Lamphun were related to Kawila dynasty, Lanna stability was strengthened. However, Lanna had to pay tribute and taxes to Siam regularly; Chiangmai, Phrae, Nan, Lampang and Lamphun had to pay in term of teakwood; in case of war in Bangkok, Lanna was required to provide military support. Phaya Kawila ruled Chiangmai for 31 years, after the death of Phaya Kawila in 1813; his younger brother Phaya Thammalangka ascended the throne as the second king of Lanna. He ruled Chiangmai for 8 years with little contributions on restoration of temples, Chiangmai walls and moat. He died in 1821, his younger brother Phaya Kham Fan ascended the throne, as the third king of Lanna, at the age of 67, ruled for only three years and died at the age of 69. Due to his old age and poor health he did not contribute much to Chiangmai. Out of his 20 sons and 24 daughters, none of them could become his successor. Phaya Kawila’s nephew, Phaya Phutthawong, ascended the throne as the fourth king of Chiangmai. He played important role in repopulation of Chiangmai; suppression of Vientiane rebellion; capture of hilltribes and integration into Chiangmai population. He ruled Chiangmai for 22 years and died at the age of 90. During his reign it was a peaceful period because Burma was engaged in the battle with the British, therefore, both domestic and international trade prospered. Phaya Mahawong, Phaya Thammalangka’s son, ascended the throne as the fifth king of Chiangmai; he was entrusted by Chakri dynasty in Bangkok to rule over Lamphun and Lampang. He was the ruler for a little over 7 years and died at the age of 98; he had 10 sons and 9 daughters, but none of them ascended the throne. Chao Kawilorot Suriyawong, Phra Chao Kawila’s son, ascended the throne as the sixth king and ruled Chiangmai for 14 years; he died at the age of 71. He improved many temples in Chiangmai including Doi Suthep Temple. During his reign Christianity started to disseminate in Lanna kingdom especially Protestant. Chao Inthravichayanon, Chao Kawilorot Suriyawong’s son, ascended the throne as the seventh king of Chiangmai; he was a weak ruler and could not manage the public administration. His daughter Chao Dara Rasami became a consort of King Rama V (King Chulalongkorn) in Bangkok. During his reign, logging industry grew rapidly which led to many problems about regulations, concessions and taxes. The British government brought many complaints and lawsuits against Lanna rulers and officials. Bangkok government felt obliged to impose a more centralized administration. In order to establish national unity, after the death of Chao Inthravichayanon in 1897, the city states of Chiangmai, Lamphun, Lampang, Phrae, Nan, Thoen, Chiangrai and Mae Hong Son were grouped into an administrative unit called “Monthon Phayap” and later on became part of the central administration
. Chao Inthravichayanon was considered the last king of Chiangmai or Lanna; after that there were only two more rulers of Kawila dynasty. The central government in Bangkok sent officials to take over the entire administration of Chiangmai and other provinces. Local rulers received monthly stipend until their death. Upon their death there was no replacement. This procedure was a gradual end of the rule by local lords system. Under the new administrative system, no tribute would be made to Bangkok. Lanna schoolchildren were required to learn central Thai dialect to establish a feeling of nationalism through educational reform. There were internal disputes between local people, officials and central government officials; Chiangmai had no ruler for three years, in 1901 Chao Inthawarorot Suriyawong, Chao Inthravichayanon’s son, was appointed the eight ruler of Chiangmai under the influence of Chao Dara Rasami in Bangkok
. During his eight years ruling, it was a peaceful period under central administration in Bangkok. Arts, music, drama, zoo, religion, electrification and new American missionary educational system were developed. Chao Inthawarorot Suriyawong died in 1909 at the age of 51. His brother Chao Kaeo Naowarat, Chao Inthravichayanon’s son, was appointed by King Rama VI as the ninth ruler which was the last ruler of Chiangmai under Kawila dynasty. He constructed Naowarat Bridge across Ping River, established Warorot Market and improved many temples. During his ruling, the construction of railway led to rapid economic growth of Chiangmai. After 30 years of ruling, he died in the year 1939 at the age of 77 and Chiangmai became another province of Thailand until the present day.
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