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Research Theme

The Empowerment of SMEs and Its impacts on Chiang Mai’s Economy
Research Purpose
The purposes of this study are:

1. To find out the role of SMEs in Chiang Mai’s economy, in terms of employment and utilization of local resources. 

2. To find out the possible solutions to empower the SMEs in Chiang Mai.

Research Questions
1. To what extent SMEs contribute to Chiang Mai’s economy?
2. How can SMEs be empowered?
2-a: How can SMEs expand their business?
2-b: To what extent can new SMEs be generated in Chiang Mai’s economy?

Sites

Core Sites

1. Baan Tawai (11)
2. FDI firms (27)
Related Sites 

3. Ceramics (13)
4. Artificial Flowers (16)
5. Silk (17)
6. Umbrella (14)
7. Scent candles (15)
8. Hmong Hill Tribe Village (18) 

Research Framework

· Younger Generation

We will observe the opportunities, skills and capabilities of younger generation in generating income through SMEs.
· Local Resources and Culture

We will observe SMEs’ role in utilizing local resources and culture. SMEs in Chiang Mai are able to give high value addition to their products, which use local capital and apply local culture (Lanna) as a main characteristic of the products.

· Rural-Urban Linkage

We will observe the urban market access available to SMEs products and the input utilisation of local resources from rural area.

Data Collecting Method

For primary data, we will apply interview and questionnaire survey methods. Our respondents will be the government officers, younger generations who work in FDI firms and SMEs in rural and urban areas, SMEs’ employers, and FDI’s human resources managers.
Because of the limited time and surveyor number, sampling survey will be implemented. 
For secondary data, we will collect documents from local governments’ and companies’ database.
Allocation of Tasks
Group I (site No. 11,14,17): Karlina, Veara, Sopheara

Group II (site No. 27,18): Taka, Fusae, Kotani

Group III (site No. 13,16,15): Mandar, Takeshi, Sokyeng
