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Christian OTCHIA
Obtaining a PhD degree in three years is just as challenging as it is exciting and rewarding.
When I joined the PhD program in GSID, I received the encouragement to be protracted, to
define a clear and manageable research proposal, and never work outside my comfort zone. But
to me, entering the PhD program was as achieving a childhood dream. Therefore, I liked to put
pressure on my shoulder, which helped me to move faster: I created a trustable relation with my
supervisor to work on my pace and receive his advice whenever it was possible; I presented my
research progress regularly in the seminar at GSID — where I always reserve the first and last

DID Ph.D. (International Development)

presentation slots of the semester — and in academic conference; then, I choose a “growing”
and credible journal to submit my drafts for consideration. Pretty much classic but I'll probably say it’s all about
strategy and time management.
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[ Young, Well-Educated, and Adaptable
Chilean Exiles in Ontario and Quebec, 1973-2010 J

Published by University of Manitoba Press, September 2014

Between 1973 and 1978, six thousand Chilean leftists
came to Canada as exiles from the Pinochet coup d’état.
They left Chile for different reasons and arrived in Canada
in a variety of ways, but they shared one trait: they had

not wanted to leave Chile, and were only grudgingly admit-

ted to Canada. Once resettled, with many in Ontario and
Quebec, these political exiles had to find ways of coping

with an abrupt and violent separation from their home-

land that had deep material and emotional repercussions.
In 1990, the military regime in Chile ceded power to

a civilian government, and the main reason for staying in

exile disappeared. Yet most of the exiles stayed. Canada

Ry

5. WELL-EDUCATED, »

NG
oL AN

Francis PEDDIE (%)

was no longer seen as a place of
transit, a backdrop to be endured
until they could reclaim their places
in Chile. For the political exiles, it
had become home.

In Young, Well-Educated, and Adaptable, Francis
Peddie documents the experiences of Chilean-Canadians.
He also considers how the admission of people from the
wrong side of the Cold War ideological divide had a last-
ing effect on Canadian immigration and refugee policy,
establishing a precedent for the admission of political
exiles over the decades that followed.
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