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DICOS Ph.D. (International Development) ~ Ron Vilog

For four long years, my world revolved around an academic masterpiece called the disserta-
tion. Presentations within and outside the university were exciting and challenging, but more
than the refined theories that I defended in our seminars, my academic journey has perhaps
equipped me with the lens to see, appreciate and understand the lives of my research subjects:
the Filipino migrants. I believe that we have so many under-examined issues to explore as
researchers, but simply listening to the narratives of the migrants opens growing possibilities:

giving them a voice, bringing some unspoken truth out in the open, with the hope that someone
else could look in the direction where I focused some light. I know for certain that this is just
the start of discovering social realities that can make a difference in the lives of the migrants.
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