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pID Dr. Mandar Kulkarni

The first thing that came to my mind when I
contemplated on my own experience as a
Ph.D. graduate of GSID was the unique
academic environment and exposure to various
topics and issues provided at GSID. The
unique academic environment of GSID refers

to the multicultural and interdisciplinary
nature of the institute, which inspires the thinking of students
beyond their area of interest. Moreover, the expertise available
through the renowned faculty is the biggest strength of GSID.
To be able to successfully complete the Ph.D. program requires
tenacity and self-belief as the most important qualities. At times,
we get stuck with a problem in our studies and do not find a way
out. On other occasions, we cannot catch up with our own schedules
due to many reasons. In such situations, self-belief and positive
mindset lead us to the right direction. Additionally, inspirational
discussions and academic guidance from supervisors and other
professors used to be the biggest push for me to find solutions.
Helping hands from other graduate friends and seniors always
made me feel at home. This experience reminds me the quote of
Paulo Cohelo saying, “When you really want something to
happen, the whole world conspires to help you achieve it”.

My whole stay in Nagoya, Japan was very fulfilling and rewarding.
It gives me immense satisfaction that I could complete my studies
within the given time frame. I would also like to emphasize that
graduating with a Ph.D. is not an end in itself, but the first step
towards a bigger goal in life. The most important thing that I
would like to take home is the legacy of education imparted by
GSID. For me, this legacy can be best expressed through this
quote of Mahatma Gandhi, “You must be the change you wish to
see in the world”.

picos Dr. Eilen May V. Abellera

Gaining a doctoral degree, the highest degree
attainable in all academic disciplines can be
personally and professionally satisfying, yet
it is a rigorous and life-changing process. It
takes a lot of determination, stamina and an
incredible amount of self-determination, as

the challenges tend to increase along the
way. Before I applied for the Ph.D. program, the most important
thing that I asked myself was, would a Ph.D. degree help me
obtain my dream career in the future? Answering this question
is vital as it served as my motivation to endure the long, tedious
and independent research project.

What I learned is that Ph.D. will challenge you in many ways and
while you are totally responsible for your own research, getting
maximum support from your institution and professors will do a
great deal in helping you achieve your target. I am confident to
say that the Ph.D. program in the Graduate School of International
Development is highly instrumental in aiding my Ph.D. goals.
Among the biggest strengths of GSID is the richness in
multiculturalism: professors and students from different parts of
the world engaging in year-round intellectual discourses. GSID
has provided me with optimum academic exposure and training
to become a highly capable independent researcher. In addition,
my academic advisors showed deep interest in my research and
were very helpful, and at the same time gave me just the right
amount of pressure to ensure that I produce quality research,
finish my dissertation chapters and publish manuscripts on time.

I consider the Ph.D. degree as an instrument in widening my
horizons. After the intense training and intellectual enrichment,
I am now ready to face bigger challenges and become a more
productive member of the society.
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