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Experience in GSID
Khay Thidaromduol

I joined the Graduate School of International Development
(GSID), Nagoya University in 2010. With my 2 years in GSID, I
have gained many experiences that I would not have found
elsewhere. The school does not teach us to follow the books, but
to think and analyze the situation and make our own judgments
with justification. For instance, when issues of development are
discussed, there is no one correct answer as to what one country

should do in order to push and accelerate its development.

Students will be given a chance to express their ideas and apply
their knowledge. There is another great aspect of the GSID
curriculum: Overseas Fieldwork (OFW) and Domestic Fieldwork
(DFW). I had joined OFW, I would say it was the most memorable
time that [ have ever had. I applied what I had studied in the class
on the fieldwork. Comparing other developing countries to my
own and to developed nations, there are various stages that each
country will pass through in economic development. Finally, I
would like to thank all the professors for their hard working and
effort in passing down their knowledge to us.
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Student Life in Nagoya University

Um Youthy

I am a JDS student (2011-2013) from Cambodia. This is my
second semester at the Graduate School of International
Development (GSID).

At school, I have a chance to meet different students from various
countries, cultures and backgrounds. We can share our respective
ways of living, knowledge and research topics with each other.
Furthermore, the school provides many facilities to students,
which is different from the study system in my country.

Outside the campus, I am also invited to participate in other
activities arranged by the school such as conferences and study
visits to different organizations in Japan. Beside academic life,
the school also provides various sport facilities. Playing football
is my favorite weekly sporting.

At the beginning, I felt everything was new because I graduated
from university about ten years ago, after which I started working,
and I had never live alone. In particular I did not know how to
cook and I do not speak any Japanese, which made it difficult for
me. But now thanks to the support of my academic supervisor,
tutor, Cambodian friends, CSAN and JICE, I have become used to
and enjoy the way of life here.
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Academic and Field Exposure Trips for JDS students in Rural Development Lagare Bimbo

Who says it's boring at GSID? Well, students enrolled in Rural
and Regional Development Program are not confined to their
study rooms. Standing by the concept of learning from the
field, its curriculum includes student trips both to academic

conferences and rural field situations.

In October 2011, Professor Koichi Usami led a group of
students in joining the 61st Annual Meeting of Regional
Agriculture and Forestry Economics held at Ehime University,
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Matsuyama City. In two separate sessions, two doctoral
students made presentations and received valuable feedback on
their research. The accompanying master students also noted
the comments of academic experts while orienting themselves
of the studies from other participating institutions. Also, from
January 27-29, 2012, students with Professors Yoshiaki
Nishikawa and Usami visited the Environment Model City of
Minimata in Kumamoto Prefecture. The trip gave the
students valuable insights to the endogenous recovery of the
once devastated community. Escorted by Mr. Toru Sawahata,

manager of the Minamata City Kugino Community Center
Airinkan, the group went to the Minimata Disease Municipal
Museum and also visited the the terraced paddy fields and
forest conservation projects of

Airinkan.

photo:in Kugino Community
with Mr.Sawahata.

Rural and Regional Development Seminar: A Good Training Ground and Learning Experience

Managed by Professors Yoshiaki Nishikawa and Koichi Usami,
the DID-Rural and Regional Development Seminar enables
the students to acquire fundamental research abilities
through intensive discussions on research methodologies,
techniques, and conceptual and practical tools to write a
research proposal and Master's thesis. At Seminar 1,
discussions on how to clarify the research objectives and
questions, constructing the research framework, and definition
of the theoretical concepts help the students write a research
proposal that adheres to the academic tradition of GSID. At
Seminar II, the students make regular presentations of their
studies related to various development issues and problems.
The seminar classes serve as both a training ground and
a good learning experience for the students. Every meeting

Peji Brenalyn  Lenard Guevarra

is a learning experience on different perspectives from
sociology, anthropology and development economics, among
others. The students recognize the importance of integration
and collaboration of various disciplines as a way to gain a
deeper understanding of the major problems in development
such as poverty and inequality which are multi-dimensional.
Having a mixture of students from various fields and nationalities
enhances the discussions in the seminar since every student
brings with him or her a wealth of experience from their own
country and a balanced understanding of the multidisciplinary
approach to advancing, understanding and assisting in the
formulation and evaluation of, rural and regional development
policies and programs.
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