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Working Group 1 : Economy

Our group researched upon local economy, precisely
clarifying the economic constraints and the possibilities
in handicraft industry in Bobung village, Indonesia.
The team is composed of five members from Philippine,
Papua New Guinea, Mongolia, DR Congo and Japan, all
with different backgrounds and cultures. It was very
challenging for me to lead this team. However this was
overcome by many discussions and arguments in order
to make our research contributable enough for the
village to develop, even though it will be just a reference
for village.

Before OFW some books and thesis gave us much
knowledge about general theory of cottage industry in
assuming what is happening and what we expect to see
in village. Making assumption took most of time, for
example, the construction of the problem statement
took almost one week to make all with all member and
our supervisor understand. Apart from this it was also
difficult to collect information because we could find
few digitalized materials on the web. During two weeks
we had 54 interviewees and got plenty of paper and
data materials. For clarifying villager’s problems we
tried to understand the production and marketing
processes they usually do. Difficulties we encountered
were that, there was no one who knows whole village’s

Group Leader Takahashi Masafumi

business comprehensively, so it was hard to collect the
pieces of information and make them consistent as
showing village’s industry. Despite difficulties faced, all
interviewees answered our questions without any hesitation.
We were afraid that our interview might disturb their
job, especially handicraftsmen as they were making
products during interviews and their payment was
decided up to how many product they make. Our counterparts
also very kindly dedicated their two weeks to give
valuable help and for this we really appreciated their
commitment and devotion. Finally to conclude, it can
be said that on the whole the group can say that the
Overseas Field Work was a success for Group One as it
answered most of our questions and enlightened us as
to how they produced things
there.
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Working Group 2 : Disaster Management
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Working Group 3 : Migration
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Working Group 4 : Culture
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