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Ocoasionally, heavy rains can cause landslides on the trails or

you may get hurt and not be able to walk.
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Graduated from DID in 2010 Zenebe Bashaw URAGUCHI

Joining a Ph.D. program requires careful planning. This
involves personal commitment, clear and manageable
research proposal and budgeting. There might be other
important issues, but | think the ability to maneuver
these three factors highly influences whether to
complete the program on time with measured difficulty.
This in turn sets the stage for the next challenge of
finding the 'right' job for professional growth and
personal satisfaction. | believe that the Ph.D. program
in the Graduate School of International Development
(GSID), a young and growing educational and research
establishment, prepares students to be equipped with
the requirements for similar challenge.

Personal commitment is the decision to spend considerable
time in the program. It relates to seriously thinking
about the tradeoff: what would | sacrifice if | joined the
program? Clear and manageable research proposal is the
core of the planning. Without such plan at hand, the
lyrics in George Harrison's song fit very well: 'If you
don't know where you're going, any road will take you
there." Money matters a lot too. Personal expenditure
and tuition fees need saving.

The Ph.D. program in the GSID and
its faculty members guide and facili-
tate the above three requirements.
They encourage as well as supervise
students to show their best personal
commitment: completing chapters

on time, doing field studies, present-
ing/publishing academic works, and
so on. The program has also generous financial support
(scholarships as well as tuition exemption) for students
who demonstrate their ability and need.

The fact that | am awarded the Ph.D. degree by itself
gives personal satisfaction not only to me, but also to
friends, family members and other colleagues in the
same league. Yet, | see this as the beginning of another
chapter in life. If | am able to use effectively what | have
learnt from faculty members, fellow students and
people involved during my research project, | think |
will be able to follow what my role model former South
African President Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela put
succinctly as: 'The greatest glory in living lies not in
never falling, but in rising every time we fall.'
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Learning is fun. Learning makes us expand and
broaden our horizons!
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