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Deputy Director, Legal Department, Ministry of Finance, Vietnam  Vu Nhu Thang, Ph.D.

My research is intended to provide further under- been highlighted and discussed.
standing and more appropriate application of the na-
tional treatment principle to liberalization of services Why did | choose this topic?

in general and the insurance services sector in particu- The biggest challenge of the
lar under the context of World Trade Organization. doctoral course to me was prob-
Taking into consideration Vietnam's accession to the lem identification. At the first
WTO, findings on the national treatment obligation stage, | found many different in-
and prudential measures under the Vietnam Insur- teresting topics, including most-

ance Law as well as suggestions for legal reform have favour-nation treatment, free trade area, etc. However,
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a too broad research topic is not suitable for doctoral
dissertation. It took me several months to identify and
concretize research problems for my study. The juris-
prudence on interpretation of the national treatment
principle in the General Agreement on Trade in Servi-
ces came up to me after conducting careful literature
review. Another reason is my personal interest in fi-
nancial services, including insurance services.

How could I meet this challenge?

I would like to share with you my three experiences,
namely setting regular discussions with academic ad-
visors, making use of GSID seminars, and submitting
academic articles as soon as possible.

Consulting with my academic advisor

One of the most important keys is to keep in touch
with my professors. | kept regular discussions with
my academic advisor whenever | finished one chapter
or a part thereof. This style of academic dialogues
was effective and time saving for my research. In ad-
dition, this dialogue enabled my professors under-
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stand my study and progress, and made me recognize
what was missing in the research plan.

Playing an active role in the seminar

A good service offered by GSID is seminar chaired by
professors. This is an experimental forum to improve
my presentation skills. Those skills are a good treas-
ure in annual public presentations. Moreover, the sem-
inar system provided a chance to collect valuable com-
ments from friends, other students and professors.

Writing academic articles

All doctoral students in GSID are required to have at
least one academic article. My experience is that |
made sure that my professors understand what | wan-
ted to say in academic articles by finishing one or sev-
eral chapters before streamlining them into an article.
Two or more articles are valuable assets for our com-
pleting doctoral dissertation. In addition to GSID For-
um, outside journals in the United Stated or Europe
are strongly recommended.
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I would like to share with my impressions on conducting my
internship for two months at the United Nations Research In-
stitute for Social Development (UNRISD, www.unrisd.org),
which is located in Geneva, Switzerland.

The UNRISD is a research institute under the UN framework,
which is proposing core research agenda on Social Policy and
Development. The current program of UNRISD deals with the
research on social development field that looks at ways that so-
cial policy can be instrumental to economic development while
maintaining its main goals of social protection and equity. Spe-
cifically, it focuses on five areas of study: institutions for social
policy and poverty eradication, financing social policy, global
social policy, migration and social welfare, and assessment of
HIV/AIDS policy and practices.

| particularly worked on one of the chapters of this Flagship
Report, named as“ Financing Social Policy” that explores the
sources of finance for social policies of the state. Mainly, | did
research on taxation reform to assess the sufficiency and sus-
tainability of tax revenues in specific countries, evaluated the
economic and social effects of tax policy, and studied the rela-
tionship between tax policy and social policy, tax reform and
decentralization, as well. My tasks included the data collection
and data analysis of tax revenue sources in all developing
countries. During my internship, | learned a lot about the gen-
eral system of the UN, its history, organizations, their func-
tions and so forth. | tried to use my time firstly, to learn the
UNRISD and other UN organizations' activities and contribute
myself to the URISD research progress, secondly, to get some
data and information for my research thesis by utilizing full
use of huge source of the UN library and lastly, to extend my

INTERNSHIP REPORT

DID, Master's course  Saidakhror Burkhanov

network by meeting with various professionals and experts
there.

oo

During my internship, the knowledge that so far | gained from
the GSID was extremely helpful, especially in analyzing tax re-
forms and budget performance of developing countries where |
learned from“ Development Planning and Policy” course. More-
over, as UNRISD is promoting research policy toward the social-
friendly policy that somehow contradicting the “ Washington
Consensus” policy of the World Bank and IMF, | studied differ-
ent perspectives and views of* Structural adjustment” policy af-
fection to the social development policy in developing countries.
My view is broadened on social-economic policy that | hope
\évoDuld benefit me in writing my research topic.

My main advice for those students, who want to get internship
in of the UN organizations, is that one should continuously devel-
op his/her, skills and knowledge and always be able to get chal-
lenge to grow professionally. Once you would get such opportun-
ity you would see that your perspectives and overview will be
broadened. | wish you all the best in your further application for
any internship programs. Good luck!!!

NATIONS UNIES

UNITED NATIONS

A With Director
0 Thandika Mkandawire

A The Entrance for the UN
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