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Surely you faced many difficulties during the Ph.D.
program. How did you overcome them?

The most difficult task for many people in the Ph.D.
program is to correctly identify their position in their field
of study. An old expression says that Knowing that you
don't know is what you know. Once you know your level,
you can know where to start from, and how much time it
will take. Usually, at the beginning, Ph.D. students will
choose a very big topic for their dissertation. However,
when they start to know their level, they will narrow it

down. And finally, a very small
topic compared to the first one
will be finalized when the student
realizes that he or she knows only
a little at the beginning. Just get-
ting to this point is very hard
work. To learn that you don't know, you should be a

great reader. The more you read, the more you know, and
the more you know that you don't know. With patience,
power of endurance, and determination, the student can
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establish self-confidence and dedication, the two most
important qualities for a Ph.D. candidate.

I began to check my level by reading journal articles. Do
not be surprised that you do not understand anything as
you first read!!! After reading several articles on the topic
that | was interested in, | got to know my level and how
to fill the gap. | think this is a very effective and efficient
way for students to know their level in academics.

Did you attend any academic conferences during the
Ph.D. program?

During the Ph.D. program, | attended two academic con-
ferences. | think that attending conferences should be a
compulsory requirement for the course since it helps stu-
dents improve their presentation skills. As everyone
knows, understanding is one thing, but making yourself
understood to others is a different thing. In that sense,
presentation skills are very important for students' future
jobs, whether as practitioners or researchers.

Any suggestions for the improvement of GSID?

In my opinion, GSID offers a very good environment for

doing high level research. Professors are very supportive
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and of high professionalism. Facilities are excellent.
However, | think that there is still room for further im-
provement of the Ph.D. program. | understand that pursuing
a Ph.D. degree, a student must be able to do independent
research. But since the academic levels of students are
different, at least one year of coursework should be intro-
duced. Ph.D. students should also be required to deliver
lectures to undergraduate students and/or master's
students. If this is difficult because GSID does not have
undergraduate students, Ph.D. students should be assigned
to help master's program students with their seminar pre-
sentations. However, the responsibilities of Ph.D. students
should be defined clearly to prevent excessive demands
from master's program students. Financial compensation
should also be taken into account.

As a student studying economics, | think that specialized
courses on quantitative techniques (such as regression
analysis and general equilibrium analysis) should be intro-
duced as coursework (and to be counted as compulsory
credit for Ph.D. coursework).

DAI Long
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