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Working Group 1 :
Income Generation Group

Essam Yassin Mohammed
Master’s Course

As part of the 16th overseas fieldwork arranged by the
Graduate School of International Development, a group of ten
graduate students from seven countries headed to Kampot
province, in Cambodia, to conduct a small-scale survey on
villagers’ income generation activities.

The group members agreed that that it was important to
research “income generation” since this is considered one of
the most important means for economic growth and overall
multidimensional development.

Because sources of villagers’ income can vary from
sector to sector and from season to season, the research
team expected to find that different households would rely
on different sectors for their income, including fishing, and
crop production. The team also expected that since farmers
spend only about 100 days a year in agricultural activity,
many villagers would be engaged in other activities for the
rest of the year. Therefore, the research group intended
to investigate the seasonal patterns of villagers’ income
generation activities.

The survey was conducted in Ochroneang village, which
consists of 1030 individuals in 206 households. A number of
research instruments were utilized to collect various types
of data; the main ones included questionnaires, interviews,
and compiled data collection. The research followed the
PRA method, for which students received training prior to
the fieldwork. This method was used to conceptualize the
issue and to obtain first-hand information from villagers’
perspectives. Data was collected on family size, the number
of economically active individuals, definitions of seasonality,
activities done per each season, economic factors such as
amount of savings and expenditures, and miscellaneous
questions on work-related issues.

The research results clearly showed substantial differences
in income generation activities between rainy and dry
seasons, especially when the predominantly agrarian society
shifts from farming to other income generating activities such
as fishing, at the start of the dry season.

Apart from the academic results from this project, the group
members also experienced the benefits of teamwork and
cooperation. The good friendships formed among us made our
days of research enjoyable and memorable.

We would like to express our gratitude to Prof. Takahashi,
our advisor, for his continuous feedback and constructive
comments before, during and after the fieldwork. We
would also like to extend appreciation to the professors and
outstanding students from the Royal University of Phnom
Penh (RUPP) for their tremendous support, and without
whom this project would not have been possible.

Group discussion

On the way to the village

Working Group 2 : Microfinance

Sovannak Nong
Master’s Course

For the past few years, Cambodia has enjoyed a notable rate
of growth but very little progress has been reported in rural
areas. Efforts are still necessary to improve the situation in
the remote and rural areas. Microfinance group focuses on
microfinance as one among other tools to combat poverty. We
set out on our mission to investigate the current situation of
microfinance services in Cambodia.

Our group conducted house-to-house surveys with local
people and interviews with providers of microfinance
services in the area. To give priority to villagers’ opinions,
we scheduled as much time as possible in the village. We
used an open-ended questionnaire with the villagers so
they could provide their opinions more broadly and more
openly. We found it difficult to synthesize all their diverse
opinions. Not only people but villages and countries also
have their own specific characteristics and these can be
found only by observing directly at the site. Especially in
case of microfinance, which has its roots in rural areas, the
research study must strongly relate to each community’s
characteristics. As a result, we realized the importance of
overseas fieldwork (OFW) organized by GSID.

To me because I am a Cambodian, the overseas fieldwork
in Cambodia was not really overseas but a domestic one.
The first person who reminded me of this was my academic
advisor. However, I realized that I have learnt new things from
this fieldwork and honestly, I was not really familiar with life
in the village. On the other hand, some of my teammates who
have never been to any developing countries performed well
in the field. They had very smooth communication with the
local people.

Lastly, our group could not have conducted the fieldwork, by
ourselves. We were under many constraints such as language
and local knowledge. This time, the students and teachers
from Royal University of Phnom Penh provided us full
assistance in term of research facilitation, language translation
and even guidance into Cambodian daily life. Beyond that, we
also received the technical support from Dr. Ito, our group’s
advisor, and Ms. Ana Figueras, our assistant. Without their
advice and assistance, our fieldwork would not have been

achieved.

Microfinance group in front
of the commune

Conducting PRA with villageré



Working Group 3 : Education & Health

LR SRR
ITH A DB

HEEREE W) ZODERZ T —< 2B R DI
E 5T, OFW IZIHELOREBAT 72 5 72, REAI LD VL —
TREE 6 L3 HICT T 20 E 9 2 L) D SR
ED. EDLIBT—~2HRELIAET 200 wH) T L
I ETHROKEZ DT 7, HE & REIZFFICE VT
HLZTNE RS 2 CBERICH D e, e dh DA
OBV E V) T ETIEFMHAMEIMEA TS, 22
THATIDET LR E V) B DIZZ D OFW THLY #l
B b DICEREHZ ) LB LT,

HH LMo A2 BIE L 7210725 139%), REEOEE
LARBTESDRFEIZED & ) HEEZ RITTDNE N
IET —~ZFE L, L2 LHFAENEZ BMALL Tw
(I BT, TELDMEED 7D DREROTE (MRS,
FLh VRS, PHiER) ISR 5 2T B ER A LR
DOHLBB- T, h v RY 7 THBEERERZ i
bOD, FHEDOHLIIREADA Y E2—T, ZONKE
I EA EREDTTH > 7, KB WEETH, Tk
WREEDR Y — 229 D2 IR ZH T, BE -
AW EAT> 7,

A7 b ORERIGFERT O HATORERBRE L SR E D .
B s v R Y7, REBOHATS I 5k 7, #
HHOOIRL 7V 7y — FNBEZSE L. BWHEC T
A ERTHEICH o7, TRTUL, "ZH L 2w,
EVIHIRUYN—DEBBH 705 TIERVESLI DL,
LIl o THMIE S, OFW IZSBOHTOHFED DD
WETEHZINE, ZO—2>—2 2 E2HENTEL
ED, GO HIZER STV S EHEELTWw 3,

FEANE L TIE. 2D OFW TR LIRILHH T&
Tith v, 7V ==L LTo&#Elizb s 3 A,
HAEEITIICD > TOREEE L EHDDRIZES572b D
BIIE LR 5 E D MEN, L LAk )b 2 2T
L7zwedid, b7V —7OHREN 222 TNk
Bz EwlwI i, THILEV SR BITEI NI
Bal R3 o BBk, saReE. Av iRy Ty s
St IR ZE L CHOHIE> Ty v 7Y — EH A
Fz. ZLTHNEZKRD LT 2MNOEK. ORI
HLickoT, ECHEERLDERST, THHVEEW
TS X D BILEF L BP0,

{1

FRADI Y IE 21—

Working Group 4 : Migration

Olga Yevetska
Master’s Course

Conducting research is closely tied with mutual
understanding of both theory and the very essence of people
whose lives and decisions we are trying to study. The OFW in
this sense gave us unique opportunity of proceeding from the
level of outside analysis through examining literature sources
to the level of direct observation and communication with the
members of community we studied.

In our fieldwork research we mainly dealt with migration
issues in Cambodian village Phnom Saley. Through conducting
this case study we attempted to investigate critical factors
shaping migration in Cambodia: types of migration, social
networks accelerating moving, risks and benefits of relocation,
as well as policies and programs of local and national
governments towards the people’s movement.

While in Cambodia we conducted interviews of migrants
who returned to Phnom Saley, the family members of those
who are recently residing outside of the village, as well as
governmental officials, NGO workers and provincial bank
employees, and did on-field observation. The results of our
investigation allow us to conclude that the villagers leave
the place of their habitation usually in search for better
economic opportunities to increase family income. Factors of
job availability in the cities and access to formal or informal
networks by potential migrants play an important role for
enhancement of their decision to migrate although various
risks of migration.

It was interesting to see how migration reshaped the lives
of people, giving new possibilities for individual growth and
supporting the family. At the same time it was sad to observe
that leaving the place of residence is in many cases the last
possibility to survive for poor families. This phenomenon was
born from combination of various economical and social factors
of post-conflict Cambodia and need significant attention and
relevant policies from the government.

On behalf of all the members of Migration group, I would
like to express deep gratitude to professors and students of
RUPP and Nagoya University for help and advice while in the
field, villagers of Phnom Saley for their warm welcome and all
others, without whose support the fieldwork would not have
been possible.

Members of WG4

Interview in a village
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