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Working Group 1:
Agriculture & Rural Development
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Working Group 3 : Micro-Finance

Masters’s Student (DICOS)

Adwoa Adu
The majority of land and people in Cambodia are engaged in
agricultural activities. Under these conditions it is crucial for
people to have savings and access to credit in order to expand,
diversify, or handle shocks. Our team investigated the current
organizations and systems of micro-credit that exist and how
they relate to, and impact, the lives of the people in the local
community. We were particularly interested in the access
situation of landowning and landless people, as well as the

conditions and effects of formal and informal credit services.

Our group’s research was based in Prey Cheu Teal village of
Takeo province. During our stay we conducted interviews,
focus group discussions and made general observations of the
village community to gain an understanding of the micro-credit
and poverty situation. Through our interviews with residents
of the village, village authorities, government officials, and
representatives of various micro-finance institutions and other
credit providers (such as private money lenders), we could
grasp a general idea of the local people's conditions and how

the existing services relate to them.

During our fieldwork we were able to get a clearer
understanding of how to do fieldwork. We recognized that
careful preparation and thought is required, however being
flexible is also crucial. We especially learned some tips and
traps of interviewing and ethical issues. Finally, we believe
we gained a broader perspective on fieldwork beyond one

particular style, and increased our practical knowledge of the

work involved.

Our group examining an
irrigation system in the
village

Our research group
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DFW : From the Eyes of a Foreign Student

WG 4 : Economic Development
Master’s Student (DICOS) Sholihatun Kiptiyah
The aim of DFW is to deal with the development of rural
areas in Japan. When we students were asked to produce
ideas regarding the selected village development, our minds
pictured rural development in our home countries. Working
Group 4 (WG 4) consisted of 8 members from different
countries with different styles of rural development.

We chose economic development as our main theme and
decided to analyze job creation through possible industries for
Yasuoka-mura, especially for senior citizens. The reason we
chose this topic is because Yasuoka-mura is an aging society.
We believe that in order to “develop” the village, we must
empower the villagers. The idea of job creation is not aimed
only at the senior citizens but also aims to attract youngsters

to Yasuoka-mura.

But, in the reality, when we started the field research, we
found that what we imagined and what we planned was
different. We found out that the senior citizens do not
want to work. Therefore, we altered our topic and decided
to analyze the industries in Yasuoka-mura using SWOT
analysis methode. Our idea was still to produce ideas that
might be helpful in the village’s development. We examined
the possibilities for sustaining and developing the existing

industries.

As most of our group members are unable to speak Japanese,
the role of our supervisor is very important. Not only did
she literally translate for us, but she also translated our ideas

based on understanding our backgrounds.

Visiting the Aspara
Farm and watching the
asparagus selection

Our research group
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