WG

what

WG

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT = NAGOYA UNIVERSITY

ar B,
G > I D s
w,

= e X L B e
NO. 16

i
" -
[
2004.2.20.

T Nternationt®
FAX
GSID

&V

"Zoya Univer

http://www.gsid.nagoya-u.ac.jp

WG

WG

(Overseas Field Work: OFW)

OFW
GSID

GSID

OFW
OFW

know how

know

WG




Q ernment and Chamber of Commerce and Industry is
j very weak and the nature of this relationship needs
to be updated in order to achieve common goals.
Working Group 1: Business The OFW offered an academically gratifying
experience and most of all wonderful sights, and op-
portunities to experience an interesting culture and
strong culinary tradition.

oub i Al £01% g AAFUd

Outside the Gyeongnam Provincial Government's
Officces

Working Group 3:
Gender and Culture

Master's student

McDonaldo Frisco Johnson
Prior to embarking on our journey to Chinju,
Korea, several of us within our group had little more
than an inkling as to what we should expect. All we
had was preliminary background information on

Working Group 2 : Administration

Master's student
Kenichi Victor Nishikawa Chavez

In this year's OFW in Chinju Korea, the Administra-
tion Working Group decided to study the decentrali-
zation process and the Small and Medium
Enterprises (SME) promotion policy in Korea. In or-
der to do this, we conducted visits to several individu-
als from the public and private sectors, including the
media and civil society, questioning them on the dif-
ferent problems that surround these two issues.

The field research vyielded various interesting
results. Among the most important, we discovered
that local governments in Korea only enjoy % local
autonomy, while in Japan the figure is approximately

%. Also, from the planning perspective, due to the
weak financial decentralization, a majority of devel-
opment projects at the local level depend on % of
the central government's budget and % on provin-
cial subsidies. This means the city government can't
organize an integrated development plans for the
city. Finally, the cooperation between the city gov-




Preparing for the final presentation. WG3 advisor
professor Fujimura provides assistance.

issues such as gender and aging in both Korea and
Japan, and our own preconceived notions.

Of course we came to Korea seemingly edified with
knowledge accrued from such objective sources as
the UN World Development Report, which ranks
Korea in such a way that would make it the country
with the widest disparity between gender empower-
ment and economic prosperity in the world. We also
came with cursory knowledge of overtaxed tradi-
tional institutions and infrastructure for the care of
elderly individuals. Such facilities will be hard-
pressed to shoulder the burden of the graying baby-
boom demographic. Basically, to us, these and many
other issues translated to Korea being a society in
need of serious change.

However, once we arrived in Korea, the situation
became at once both more complex and more lucid.
Granted, there may have been some truth to the pre-
conceptions, but by going to Korea we gained some-
thing that could never be apprehended through
reading even books on the country- confext. The
gender and aging issues and the temporary coping
mechanisms which are employed in Korea are
merely growing pains being endured by a country al-
ready in the midst of dramatic economic and social
transmogrification. What we found was a country in
the middle of transition, positioning itself to be a
player in the new era- the so-called Pacific Century.

Working Group 4 : Agriculture
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Master's student Li Jia

Our group consisted of  foreign students from
countries. We focused our research on industrial de-
velopment in Higashishirakawa-village. We aimed to
understand the current situation and analyze the dif-
ficulties of industrial development in the village. We
particularly focused on the relationship between util-
izing local resources and revitalizing village eco-
nomic development. During the fieldwork, we
conducted visits to places altogether which cov-
ered both the public and private sectors. Through

the visits, we found that the village council has coop-
erated extensively with the private sector in coping
with common difficulties, which are depopulation
and aging population, something being faced by ru-
ral areas all over Japan.

Although the DFW was very short, lasting only
days, however, it offered a very precious opportunity
for us to comprehend situation and process of rural
development in Japan. As foreign students, the DFW
has given us a good chance to not only observe the
experiences of rural development in a developed
country, but it also allows us to consider how to repli-
cate these experiences in our home countries.

Taken during the visit for lumber association, i
front of cypress pillar production place.
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DICOS.D4, email: m d@mbox.
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HP http://information.kir.jp/peacebuilding/
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Mail: idlinc  @yahoo.co.jp
URL: http://www.geocities.jp/idlinc  /
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