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PEACE-BUILDING WORKSHOP
ON CAMBODIA

Department of International Cooperation
Studies, D2

KUONG Teilee
The one-afternoon Workshop started from an al-
most unnoticed initiative taken among a small
. The idea

quickly attracted the attention of more than twenty

group of students, at the end of April

graduate students majoring in different fields of re-
search. The beginning was a disorganized combina-
tion of different expectations and dreams. No one
knew exactly what the others expected out of the
event. However, one thing which had brought them
all together and which remained in effect through-
out the whole process was that everyone wanted a
successful celebration for the Nagoya University
Festival that would demonstrate the motivated and
mature pursuit of a multi-disciplinary approach to
the study of development and peace.

The guest speaker was the former Cambodian Am-
bassador to Japan, H.E. Truong Mealy. Since having
served as the Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the Kingdom of Cambodia to Japan for
- March ), he

has been engaged in research into and studies

more than four years (August

about Cambodian cultural heritage and history.

Since May , he has been the honorary President
of the Association for the Protection of the Khmer
Cultural Heritage and the Association Promo-
Khmer. He is planning to write a book on the history
of the Khmer-Japanese relationship.

His message to the Workshop concerned the
United Nations Peace Operation in Cambodia,
which led to the General Elections bringing the
country back on to the path of peace and develop-
ment. With a few exceptions, his overall evaluation
of the UN mission was positive. He was in favor of
having more Japanese active participation in inter-
national work for peace. He considered that domes-

“

tic seminars and discussions on “ confidence
building” and“ promotion of mutual understanding
for the sake of world peace” are necessary to en-
hance public awareness. Study missions abroad are
also indispensable. The participation of Japanese
people in UN activities should be encouraged. Long-
term technical assistance in such areas as upgrad-
ing human resources, improving management capa-
bility, and consolidating infrastructure, deserves
more emphasis. He concluded his presentation with
two concrete suggestions:  continuous Japanese pres-
ence in Cambodia could help remind Cambodians of
the generous assistance which Japan has given to
the country, and it may offer better chances of mu-
tual understanding; and, human resources development
can be more economically pursued through training
of Cambodians in Cambodia, and scholarships to be
given for training abroad, wherever necessary,
should be allocated with fairness and justice to help
Cambodian people progress along the right path.

The Workshop ended with comments and discus-
sions by panelists representing different disciplines,
including economists, jurists, professors, develop-
ment practitioners and other researchers who are
experts on the issue of peace and development con-
cerning Cambodia as a country in its own right and
as an integrated part of the region. Each of them pre-
sented his/her own experience and views on the is-
sue of peace and development, with specific
reference to the case of Cambodia.

Of course, there remains a lot to be improved. The
Conference was significant in terms of its content

and the enthusiasm behind its organization.



However, it would have been a greater success had
more experienced people such as doctoral students
and faculty members participated in its organiza-
tion. Substance is important but professionalism al-
ways makes that substance clearer and more

attractive.
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Hettige Don Karunaratne

Income Inequality among Sub-groups of Popula-
tion at the Sectoral Level in Sri Lanka, - §
Siti Daulah Khoiriati
“ The Politics of Foreign Investment Liberalization
in Indonesia”
Mario Joyo Aguja
“ The Aftermath of Ethnic Violence-Post War Re-
construction in the Southern Philippines”
Jean Clude Ahweng
“ Spillovers, International Trade, FDI and the Deter-
minants of Technological Change under condi-

tions of Macroeconomic Instability”

“ A Cross-Country Empirical Analysis of the Eco-

nomic Impact of Education”

“ Discrepancy between the Quality of Graduates
and Industrial Needs: Education in Skilled Work-

ers Schools in China”

“ Decentralizing Educational Administration to
Schools: A Case Study of the Bangkok Metro-

politan Administration”

INFO

APEC

http://www.gsid.nagoya-u.ac.jp/project/
apec/index-jp.html

—

—



