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“Travel certainly broadens the mind”

DID M1 Terence Miro Laufa
(Papua New Guinea)
When I left the shores of my home country Papua New
Guinea to pursue post-graduate studies at GSID on
October 1st, 1997, it had never crossed my mind that one
day I would visit the Kingdom of Thailand. Thanks to
the OFW-98 for the unique and wonderful opportunity to
see for myself the wonders, pleasures and delights of
‘amazing Thailand’. I am making this point in reference
to the common group visits to the 'Golden Triangle’
area, the Hill Tribes area, Bangkok’s Pattaya beach and
the like. Some of these places mentioned are of immense
interest to the scholarly minds as well as tourists who
flock in their numbers year in year out. In any case, the
four supervising Professors and the thirty-two students
of GSID who participated in OFW-98 contribute to part
of that big picture.
Let me point out some fascinating facts about what I
learnt from listening, observing and participating in the
OFW-98 then. One may have heard about the ’Golden
Triangle’. Well, the 'Golden Triangle’ symbolises the



unique existence of a shared common border between
Laos, Myanmar and Thailand. Although, I have scant
knowledge of this area, it was said that a mountain
range serves as a landmark for the border between
Myanmar and Thailand. Whilst, the mid-point of the
Mekong River that runs parallel to the shorelines of
Laos and Thailand defines the territorial boundaries of
the two countries. At any rate, issues pertaining to the
national sovereignty and territorial violations is per-
haps best explained within the ambits of International
Law as well as the state practice of these countries
involved. In this context, state practice refers to the how
Laos, Myanmar and Thailand observe, define and
acknowledge each others territorial boundaries via
enactment of laws or by a tripartite treaty arrange-
ment, if there is any that exists. For convenience sake,
the ’Golden Triangle’ area is sometimes referred to as a
“NO MAN’S LAND”.

Another sad fact I learnt was that pockets of the Hill
Tribe people do not possess Thai citizenship because
most of them hardly, if not can not speak the Thai
national language. The Royal Thai Government (RTG)
insists that minority groups need to speak the Thai
national language to qualify for the privileges of being
a Thai citizen. My modest opinion is that this set
criterion should be done away with and that minority
groups should be recognised as citizens of Thailand.
After all, they form an integral part of Thailand.

Anyhow, all I knew about Thailand before the OFW-98
was the popular Thai kick-boxing as well as the terrible
stories of overcrowding and high levels of air pollution
in the city of Bangkok. While this is disturbingly true
for air pollution, I also noted many positive aspects of
the Thai society during the course of the OFW-98 from
September 30th to October 18th, 1998. In my view,
A 4

7HEDORICTA VHEa—
Thailand is very much a compromise-seeking society
whereby living patterns are heavily influenced by the
Buddhist religion. Here the principles of humility, self-
reliance, caring or lending a helping hand to one and
another as is manifested in kinship ties are crucial
elements that bind and shape the Thai society at large.
Frankly speaking, this was something 1 took for granted
in the past, but now I am more appreciative of coming to
grips with what Thailand really is, rather than forming
conjectures about a country. The last thing I can say is
that ”travel certainly broadens the mind”. Would you
agree with me on that? I leave that matter for you to

decide.
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DFW : Ego Blows and Playing Catch

DID M1 Debby Jewell
(United States of America)

The morning of November 24th, 35 members of GSID—
students, professors, and staff —piled into vehicles to
head for Asuke Township-the location of this year’s
Domestic Field Work project. As we were cramming
into the vans, the variety of lessons DFW provided were
already beginning. (Lesson #1 provided by DFW : Learn
to pack lighter.)

Before departure, my team (Team 4) had met a
number of times to hammer out exactly what our group
study topic was and how we were to go about
investigating it, which turned out to be more difficult
than it sounds. A group project is an exercise in
compromise, listening, debate, and interpersonal skills,
and although that may be a trite observation, in
practice it is extremely valuable. The group aspect of
the research project not only expanded our capabilities,
but also heightened our enjoyment of (and possibly our
frustration with) the DFW project. (Lesson#2: When
frustrations run high, go with alcoholic beverages.)

As group leader, DFW offered me certain particular

challenges. For example, when I offered a proposal to

the group, because the title “leader” was attached to me,
the proposal felt somehow inherently weighted. I still
wonder if all group members felt they were equally
involved in determining the direction of our group
project. Consensus is vital to team research, but can feel
very elusive under time constraints. (Lesson #3: Work
on leadership skills. Or hide better when Cho Sensei is
nominating group leader.)

We were in Asuke Township for three days, in which
our team conducted six interviews. And it was during
this time that DFW provided a personal lesson with the
strongest impact: an ego blow in terms of Japanese
language skills. It was a major eye-opener concerning
my Japanese comprehension. At some points during
interviews, I would have only a vague notion of what
was being said. Usually in the case of getting lost in a
conversation, I’d wait for the next strain of Japanese |
understood and then use that foothold to "climb back
into” the conversation or lecture. However, in an
interview, there i1s no room for waffling between
"getting 1t” and "not quite getting it”. During DFW,
Professor Cho used the metaphor of playing catch to
describe the interviewing process; it 1s a dynamic game
and partnership between the interviewer and

interviewee. But with my insufficient Japanese ability,

I felt somewhat blinded: 1 could see the general direction



where the ball went-get the general gist of the
conversation--but the exact location was hazy, so I
couldn’t continue the game by responding with the most
appropriately corresponding question.

But thankfully, we were playing catch as a team.
When one of us faltered, someone else stepped in, and we

And as DFW

presentations are ending and reports are being handed in,

were able to continue the game.

I think it is that feeling of a group bond that will be the

longest-lasting impression of our DFW experience.
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