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MY “RYUGAKU” AND “THE
MAGIC LAND”
~GSID AND I~

DID M 2 TAN BEE BEE SWISSDY
(v R=)

Anyone who steps into the GSID

building for the first time will
probably be surprised by the sudden switching on of the
lights along the corridors. And anyone who has read
“Alice in the Wonderland” will probably feel that the
building is like a magic land. Yes, that is what 1 like
about GSID. Those lights that brighten each of my steps
delight me and they give me a sense of pride and pleasure
guiding visitors around as I look into their wondering
faces and hear them say “sugooooii” with extra
emphasis. It is indeed a very high-tech building,
constructed in a way that energy be wasted as little as
possible and yet at the same time, providing the most
comfort to its visitors, students and staff working in it.

On top of that, it has the most up-to-date computer
network that keeps me in touch with the world and of
course my home, Singapore. Well, I would say GSID has
every facility that a student may need, from the
photocopy cards to the latest soft-ware, you name it,
GSID has it. But, if the graduate school only has all
these things, then it is just same as any other graduate
schools elsewhere. It would be too cold and robotic if the
school has only machines and computers. What makes it
different is the friendly ambience that one experiences as
he or she starts the academic year as a student. What so
great about those machines if the academic advisors
scorn at your ideas and make you feel like a stupid fool.
It is really nice to have professors here who use polite
linguistic forms when speaking to the students in
Japanese. Some will even try to speak in English if the
foreign student cannot converse proficiently in
Japanese. If you happen to enroll in a driving school in
Japan, you will realize how humble indeed the professors
in GSID are. Then, there is also the foreign student
advisor who often goes beyond her duties to help solve
the problem when the foreign student is in trouble. No
one provides as good a listening ear and an
understanding heart as her.

Well, as most students who enter graduate schools

will probably engage themselves in some academic

teaching in the future, and no exception for myself
either, GSID is, to me, a good place for nurturing the
educating character and gaining the competence
necessary as an academic instructor. It is also a perfect
place for international cultural exchange for it has
students from all parts of the world. Just as its name
says, “Graduate School of International Development”,

it is truly international.

AT & 5 T “[HERPARE R &

DICOM M2 #F X T (E&E)

HERICRTHD 26 n AL S &
LTWw3, 5TH%ELIC (7)) HADAE
BICEN . EBEARVENE DS, ki
ED D& LVWAABETAREBE C &AL
(M ->T&E, ll, WBRBAWTR - -BOEFICHE
JTWTEE LB 7L, HEIFTAICEESRONT
bFES CERABRETEL LI -1, HRDAIEIC
BRIETRAATO 35— ADHNEHEZ BT & 2%
LBD—DTHB, TNHWEFTHONIBEL OO E
TR, ZOEAEICE 54 HERFREEEERIIR
EVWS D, BRIRKTRSSEV,

EERPARIAR & WO RBBARS B CE RV 15
FohEFEOER, BALEDLARIE LD -, thoHERIT
L HAhoviIneEs, OB LTVWAEKED I 5 =
F—va VEIE, SESEREOSELETOEEMD S
TEWRDVWTHRLIcWEEIE, Be 2 ELVDTIRE
WhEES, BEOCHTHEH S >ONHFIHASIN TS D
L, MIEM L ORROIMAS WY ANTH 205, 4
&> TR, EXBZFPDIALBBELEDAY » M2
%o KT, THOBHMAUEERIV-S>TLI v Ea—s2H
Hicfiz 2L, FIOBFEROVEEVS EXEFVOLELL
BATTIBMNEESOS L TETEWH T WS, A
ORI OHE THIEEAE L OHE&V ALV DT &T
b5,

FROFERBOKEEZF T2 ES5EFELVWonE
L7, HIAE->TWLE I EARBEICEFIFTEE -7,
WO FEILh, FhbT b EBREMRROEICE ST
COEIBXBEBFBEIICE AL - THOIDT
U 72,

S, THEOE - RPOFFERBILH L WEERO T
THDRNCZOREBTTHALH, FrLLEYICS S DL
WEEPIRIABI OFEAEEFE U5, bMBARTAS |



By the way,
Where is Venezuela ?

DID M 2 MARIANELLA DIAZ
GUERRERO ("2 T ¥—3)

NEFIE¥-SREIWCHDETH, is
a question that perhaps some of you
have been asked in GSID, by nobody

else but me. It’s not for any particular subject of study,

or homework, but is simply a curiosity I have to see
what is known about my home country within this
International Development-related school. I have gotten
diverse answers. Although I cannot quantify them since
it has not been a formal study, I have heard it is located
somewhere in Africa (surprisingly enough some people
still seem to believe Africa is one big country, likewise
with Latin America). [ have also heard that Venezuela is
believed to be somewhere in Europe, in North America,
in Central America, and even in Asia!!!.

Fortunately I also got the right answer. Venezuela is
located in South America, which is not a country, but a
region integrated by 13 countries, each of them trying to
look for a proper path to pursue sustainable
development, at their own pace. You can also say that
Venezuela is in Latin America, a region integrated by
Central and South American countries, united by
cultural links of which language 1s the strongest.
Spanish, which comes from Latin, is spoken by more
than 300 million people in the world.

Venezuela is in a privileged geographical position.
Located in the extreme north-east of South America, it
is at the entry point of the Large Caribbean
Basin. Venezuela’s northern boundary is the
Caribbean Sea (where the coastal region
extends for more than 3,500 kilometers
including islands); it borders Brazil to the
south, the Atlantic Ocean and Guyana to the
east and to the west it shares its frontier with
Colombia. Its total territorial area is 912,050
square kilometers, composed of a great range
of diversified landscapes with extremely rich
and varied natural resources. Venezuela is
almost 3 times the size of Japan, but it has one-
six its population.

The most registered highlights of Venezuela
are: the highest waterfall of the world: Angel

Falls; the most ancient rocks on Earth: Guayana’s
Massif; the largest lake in South America: Lake
Maracaibo; one of the ten longest rivers on the planet:
the Orinoco; and more birds species than almost any
other country of the world. Founder of OPEC
(Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries),
Venezuela has reserves of light crude oil that rank it
sixth in the world and first regarding reserves of heavy
crude oil. It was also a Venezuelan who invented the
vaccine against leprosy and it is the country with one of
the most sustained democracies in Latin America (39
years). Another highlight, less academic but perhaps one
of the most publicized by the international media is the
number of Venezuelans crowned Miss Universe,
ironically a trivial matter that has introduced Venezuela
to people all over the world.

Venezuela, more than static facts, is the sum of the
efforts of its people, in whose hands, lies the present and
future course of the nation. Young generations are
working hard to assume the challenge of a better future
not only for Venezuelans, but also for the rest of the
world, since we are all
together in the
intenational arena.

Perhaps the next
time you are asked
about Venezuela,
hopeflly not only by
me, you will know

something more.




Agendas ahead for Indonesia’s
Development

DID D1 ANDIN HADIYANTO
CA =SS

It 1s good news for me that some

-

professors in GSID have devoted their research on my

students, researchers, and even
country, Indonesia. “Their understanding” on my
country is valuable. I appreciate it so that we can share
and discuss particularly the remaining agendas ahead.

There 1s a lot of literature discussing Indonesia’s
dovelopment. Many of them have praised the success
story. Indonesia is one of the fastest growing economies
in the world. Indonesia has been remarkably successful in
achieving its development objective over the past 30
years, income percapita has risen from US $ 50 in 1967 to
US $1025 today, poverty has been reduced from 60 per
cent of the population to an estimated 13 per cent, and
etc.

However, please, do not assume that those praises are
too much with me. In fact, we still have many major
problems to tackle. Let me give you some examples. Just
take a look at the statistical data, today over 25 million
people are still living in absolute poverty. This is more
than the population of some our neighboring countries.
If we look at the labor force, about 70 per cent or less
have primary level education, and only about 3 per cent
are university graduates.

The other main agenda for consideration is the
national developmont which is concentrated in Java
island. While the area of Java is only 7 per cent of the
total area, over 60 per cent of population in Java. To
some extent, the small area called Java is an attractive
island. The soils of Java are by no means the most
fertile in Indonesia. It is also clear that most of the
financial wealth is concentrated in Java, particularly in
big cities (70 % of the money supply is in the nation’s
capital, Jakarta). Java is the most attractive place for
private investment and receiving the largest government
investment as well. Then, just mention any best thing we
want, we may probably find it in Java. Good
infrastructure ?, promising jobs?, or even good
universities?

All the figures should tell us something about the

necessity of balanced development. What then is the best
solution to alleviate poverty and to distribute dovelop-
ment? It is always a bit harder to find solutions rather
than to highlight problems. You may suggest that just
spread the money and opportunity throughout the
nation, then it will be getting better. I myself, a staff at
the Ministy of Finace of the Republic of Indonesia,
always investigate a wise use of national budget to
enhance the effectiveness of its uses. “Wise” means that
the use of the budget is based on the fact that there are
still a lot of “less developed” people and regions which
have not gained much of our fast economic progress.
However, the wise use of the budget alone is not enough.
A comprehensive and integrated regulation is needed.
Participation and awareness of people in the concerned
region are fundamental to the success of any
development  projects  promoted. Apart from
accelerating economic growth rates, eradicating
absolute poverty, reducing inequalities and inter-
regional  disparities, creating more productive
employment opportunities, and educating citizens on
awareness to preserve environment are always

awakening us.

NBED TO FORGE NEW LINKS

DID D1 NATHANIEL AGOLA
(r=7)

The  School of  International
Development is a relatively young
instituton when compared to certain famous
Development Studies Schools such as the Institute of
Social Studies (Hague, the Netherlands) which was
established in 1952. Institutional age notwithstanding,
GSID has very resourceful teaching staff capable of
delivering the goods. Yet, there is still a problem of the
lack of specialists for certain regions of the third world.
The case in point here is Latin America and African
continent. I must point out that the lack of specialists
for these regions is not just the problem of GSID alone,
but is reflective of the general situation in Japan. The
danger 1s that so long as there are students interested in

the study of these areas, be they foreign or Japanese

students then they will constantly face many difficulties



in getting adequate and accurate information leave
alone some form of expert guidance. Certain GSID
projects such as OFW can be regarded as a milestone in
the slow journey towards the creation of useful networks
with institutions of the developing countries of Asia.
However, such projects are tailored for the purpose of
achieving different goals which renders them inadequate
for the establishment of several instrumental networks
with the many developing countries’ institutions.

1 would be very delighted to see extended diliberate
efforts to establish various forms of working
relationships  with several Development Studies
Institutions in the doveloping world since this would
serve as the gateway to a vast body of accurate
information. Access to accurate and upto-date
information would in a way make up for the lack of
specialists in the areas that [ have mentioned above. The
efforts towards creating instrumental networks would
also facilitate the ease with which research can be
conducted by the students of GSID in these countries.
Currently, most of the attempts to get foreign contacts
by students to enable them to carry out case studies in
most of the developing countries other than their own
can be simply described as a slow and painful process. It
may be easier to dismiss this issue and relegate it to the
level of those small matters that concerns only the
individual, but personal contacts and individuals are
bound to wither away as soon as the individuals leave
GSID contrary to the permanency of an institutionalized
system. Considering that doing new things always cost
money, time and commitment, the first question that
comes into mind is that of what it would take to
initiate, mold and nurture these networks. It is my
humble opinion that it would only take organizational
initiative and commitment and not much of financial
resources. | hope that as years pass by and more students
continue to go through GSID, the institution would
widen its networks with several development studies
centers in most of the developing world since this would

enhance the qualty of research.

Behind the Scenes in Asuke Town :
Domestic Fieldwork 1997

DICOS D1 MELISANDA BERKOWITZ
(740 H)

Asuke had been visualized as a
remote and impoverished mountain
town. That was the image I had gained
through acquaintances from that area. It was quite a
surprise, then, to find it representing a wealthy
community during my sojourn in Asuke-cho with GSID’s
Domestic Fieldwork Project (DFW) this September.

Asuke is a lovely place at all times of the year. And in
late September it is really in a land of scenic splendour.
The deep blue hue of the sky overhead sets off the golden
crops ready for harvest in the terraced paddy fields, and
pink and white cosmos circle the big wooden houses.
Bright orange globes hang heavy in the persimmon trees,
and behind the houses forested mountains form steep
dark valley walls. And through all these our tour bus
swayed along the narrow highway towards the town
hall.

Picturesque as it may be, Asuke is steadily losing its
population. Of those who remain, almost one quarter
are over 65. Asuke seems to be in a long term decline.
According to our guide, the arrival of the railroad took
away the town’s position as a toll point on the salt route
from the Pacific to the temples of Shinshu. More
recently, forestry and agriculture have lost commercial
viability, and no industry in the town has appeared to
provide local employment. Even tourism is limited to a
short stretch of the Tomoe River.

Nevertheless, looking around, the town seems
affluent. Newly rebuilt farm houses are more commoner
than mushrooms. And the school buildings! The number
of children in the town is decreasing year by year. But
the new elementary school which proudly invited us in
for a tour was the most luxurious school I have ever
seen. Even a small multigrade school, we passed by, was
being renovated.

Meanwhile, the town is putting a lot of effort into
innovative programs for the welfare of the aging
population. The main policy is to support senior citizens’
active participation in the community, primarily by
providing work opportunities tailored to their needs and

abilities. The most obvious scheme is the Hyakunensou



(Hundred Year Flower) community welfare center, a
complex of sheltered workshops, restaurants, and hotel
and recreation facilities. Further, the town also offers
significant care services for infirm and bedridden senior
citizens. For example, Hykunensou has a mechanical
bath for bedridden users, some of whom say it has
become their main pleasure in life.

So where does all the money come from? First of all,
Asuke 1s within commuting distance of the neighboring
industrial cities, Toyota and Okazaki. A number of
Toyota subsidiaries also have factories within Asuke

itself. Oldest sons and their wives are able to live in the
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rural family home while earning an urban wage.
Secondly, Asuke Town officials seem to have a real flair
for tapping subsidies from the national and prefectural
governments. At the next DFW in Asuke, I hope the town
hall can give us a practical course, in writing grant
proposals.

While acknowledging the success of DFW being due to
the combination of the wholehearted involvement of
faculty and administration, I have to honour to mention
that thanks are also due to the warm welcome rendered
by the people of Asuke and the hard work of Dr.

Tanimura. Thank you!
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