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Abstract

This article aims to provide a useful analytical framework for extracting the characteristics of the
recent Ainu policy put in place by the Japanese government. The Japanese government abolished the
Former Native Protection Act and established the Act on the Promotion of Ainu Culture in 1997; it
has accelerated its new Ainu policy in recent years under the Council for Ainu Policy Promotion. The
Council has formed industry-academia-government collaborations that include the participation of the
Ainu Association of Hokkaido, and there seems to be an interdependent structure between the Council
and the Ainu Association, and between the Ainu Association and physical anthropologists. Though
there has been strong criticism of the policy, especially about the idea of the “Symbolic Space for
Ethnic Harmony” , part of which plans to gather Ainu bones that were brought and stored in Japanese
universities against the will of the Ainu, the collaborative and interdependent structure proceeds to the
opening of the “Symbolic Space” in 2020. While hate speech denying the existence of the Ainu People
has been uttered by some right-wingers, criticism of it ironically supported the direction of the current
Ainu policy as institutionalized racism. This structure embodies forced “co-existence” which does not
allow the Ainu to quit the current political scheme.
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