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On the Relation Between the Intonation Types and the Functions of

Discourse Particles in Japanese

David Yoshikazu OSHIMA

Abstract

It has been acknowledged in the literature that the interpretation of discourse particles (sentence-
final particles) in Japanese is largely affected by intonation. There is much room for investigation,
however, as to how exactly the discourse particles and intonation interact. In this work, I demonstrate
that four types of contours — insisting rise, question rise, flat, and rise-fall — have to be distinguished
for the purpose of analyzing the functions of discourse particles, and examine the functions of the two
paradigmatic discourse particles yo and ne as accompanied by different contours. Yo can be accompanied
by the question-rise, flat, or rise-fall contour. Yo with the question-rise contour has two distinct functions,
and yo with the flat contour has four. Yo with the rise-fall contour has similar functions as yo with the
flat contour, but additionally conveys an emotive and childish tone. Ne can be accompanied by any of the
four contours. Ne with the insisting-rise contour has three distinct functions, and ne with the question-
rise contour has two. Ne with the flat or rise-fall contour has similar functions as ne accompanied by the
insisting-rise contour, but additionally conveys an emotive (but not necessarily childish) tone.
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