TEBBAFENIE 7 + — 5 &0 42 (2012.3)

169

Forum of International Development Studies. 42 (Mar. 2012)

7 AV A E R LB B ]l

—1970 - 80 XDV 2 & 2 ¥ & thiaz—

M AR X

Native Americans and Environmental Issues:
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Abstract

The Oglala Lakota Sioux have historically experienced numerous cases of environmental damage to
their homeland, the Black Hills and their Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. Especially after
World War II, uranium mining, nuclear waste and weapons testing in this area posed a serious threat to
the water and the health of the Lakota people as well as local residents. This paper discusses how the
environmental coalition between Native Americans and non-Indian ranchers/farmers tried to defend

their lands against the projects of multinational corporations and governments in the late 1970s and

1980s. This was a significant period in the early formation of grassroots environmental movements in

the northern Plains.
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