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A Study of “Bon Rope”:
From the Perspective of Taking Akaogi, Narita City

Tatsuhiko SAKURAI

Abstract

Events using rope made mainly of straw can be found all over Japan. The tug of war is the most
representative form and is practiced over a large area from the Tohoku region to Okinawa. The event is
held at various times of the year, such as the Lunar New Year, Boys’ Festival ( %ii4-£fi ), Bon (%), Hassaku
(/A : August 1) and August full moon night.

The object of the current study, “Bon rope” (%), is a folk event performed literally during the period
of Bon. The distribution of this tradition is considerably limited ; it is maldistributed in two areas—in
Northern Kyushu concentrated in Fukuoka, Saga, and Nagasaki Prefecture, and in Kanto from the
Southern-Central region of Ibaraki Prefecture through the North of Chiba Prefecture.

“Bon rope” is made of materials such as straw, and can be likened to a dragon or snake. On August
13 and 15, children walk around each house with a rope in their hands. “Bon rope” is believed to
transport the ancestral spirits to houses.

This paper deciphers the complicated element inherent in this event from the example of Akaogi,
Narita City. This work offers an opportunity to reconsider universal issues such as Japanese beliefs
surrounding the souls of ancestors, memorial services for the dead, communal praying for protection
from disasters, belief in Ryuujin (benevolent dragon) and Suijin (aquatic) gods, tug of war, agricultural
rituals and so.
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