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The Acculturation of “Candombe”:
The Afro-Uruguayan Music as National Culture

Hideto NISHIMURA

Abstract

This article analyzes the Afro-Uruguayan music called “Candombe”, mainly focusing on the process
of popularization of Candombe rhythm on the popular music genres. Candombe is rooted in a religious
ceremony of Afro-Uruguayans in Montevideo in the 18" century. At the end of the 19" century,
Candombe was introduced as the carnival music of Montevideo. Since 1940s, the Candombe rhythm was
used in various popular music genres as an important element of Uruguayan national identity. Though
the candombe originated from Afro-Uruguayan culture, today many white Uruguayans participate in the
carnival performing the candombe. To understand this curious situation, it is important to take into
account the aspiration of the Uruguayans to distinguish their culture from the resembling culture of

neighboring Argentine.
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