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The Formation of Publicness of Folklore Culture in China and Associated
Problems:
The Strategies of Shadow Play Performers in Hua County

CHEN Aiguo

Abstract

From around the year 2000, China, influenced by the activities of UNESCO, began to recognize the
importance officially recognizing local folklore culture as intangible cultural heritage. With the start of
this official recognition in 2006, the cultural heritage that had hitherto been in the hands of local people
became the “property” of the nation, and, in some cases, the world. With the formation of publicness of
such local cultural heritage, intangible cultural assets that were once given relatively little attention or
even actively discouraged are now being regarded in a positive light. On the other hand, this publicness
has in some cases deleteriously affected the daily life practices of indigenous villagers making them, for
example, alienated from their own heritage. Faced with this situation, villagers should seek to regain
control of their cultural inheritance.

This paper, based on fieldwork conducted in Hua County of Shanxi Province in China, traces the
development of shadow play in the area and examines the strategies employed by the bearers of folklore
culture to protect their heritage.
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