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Promoting Gender Mainstreaming in Japanese Technical Assistance

to Agricalture and Rural Development in Cambodia
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Abstract

More than two decades of civil conflicts created distorted population pattern and weakened family
and traditional community structures in Cambodia. One of the constraints of the country” s development
is the hierarchical order of the society conditioning social and gender relations. The Ministry of Women’s
Affairs (MOWA) has been implementing the Gender Mainstreaming Action Plan to promote gender
equality with key line ministries. The author examines the gender situations in the agricultural sector
and discusses the promotion of active participation of women in agricultural and rural development.
Agriculture remains as the backbone of Cambodian economy and rural women largely contribute to
The Ministry of
Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) of Cambodia has only 15.6% female staff and no female staff

agricultural production, but the role of women in agriculture is underscored.

above department directors. It is noted that the gender statistics are fundamental and important means
to examine real situations of rural women and to monitor the progress of gender-responsive government
actions. Gender relations in Cambodian agricultural sector are changing and the number of women
participants in agricultural training is increasing by involving local authority in gender awareness
activities. In order to spur gender mainstreaming movement in Cambodia, international cooperation
projects should further strengthen the linkages between central government offices and local

stakeholders should be further strengthened.
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(HiAT) MAFE Gender Mainstreaming Policy and Strategy in Agriculture 2006. P. 4.
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