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Eyes of Photographers and Critics of Pictures of the Ainu:
Photography Magazines between the 1950’s and Early 70’s and Genichiro Kakegawa
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Abstract

This article analyzes Ainu-related photographs, mainly focusing on the works of Genichiro
Kakegawa, one of the representative photographers of Hokkaido in the postwar period. While many
Ainu-related pictures that appeared in photography magazines were taken and accepted as those of
“vanishing” curious subjects, Kakegawa was seeking for what should be explored in his pictures of the
Ainu. His answer was to document the closing years of Yaeko Bachelor who had been an Ainu poet,
resulting in a photo book that did credit to Kakegawa. As he developed his own views of how to record
the lives and culture of the Ainu, his ideas overlapped the master narrative (the dominant ideology of the
era) of “assimilation” during 1960’s and early 1970’s. However, his photographs of daily Ainu life can be
evaluated in a different context from assimilation and have been appreciated again in recent years.
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