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Challenges for International Cooperation in
Disaster Preparedness/Reduction:

A Case-Study of JICA’s Activities in Thailand after the Indian Ocean Tsunami Disaster

TANAKA Takanobu

Abstract

This paper examines the issue of international cooperation in the field of disaster preparedness/
reduction by looking into Japan’s assistance to the disaster struck countries after the Indian Ocean earth-
quake and tsunami in 2004. The objectives of this research are to put in order the theoretical frame-
works of international assistance in disaster risk management and by applying the framework to evaluate
the effectiveness of Japan’s assistance.

Disaster risk management is a continuous process of relief, rehabilitation, reconstruction, disaster
reduction and preparedness. However it is usually the relief efforts that catch people’s attention with
global media coverage and it is emergency response that international assistance mainly focuses on. As
time passes and memories of disaster fade away, international assistance also fades away.

Japan with its knowledge and experience of disaster risk management started its long term
assistance to countries around the Indian Ocean with the overall goal on building better prepared socie-
ties to reduce damage and the number of victims in case of future disasters. By examining the activities
of JICA, Japan International Cooperation Agency, this paper argues the importance of such cooperation.
International cooperation for disaster preparedness/reduction has only a short history with little past
academic investigation. Therefore this paper also seeks to clarify the issues and challenges of such

assistance.
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% (World Bank 2006).

o LifichAnd, ETENELZZ
T, 200545 H, HAZIIU ®», UNDP,
ISDR, 72 7t ¥ —, tHEMTT, EE
IR e AR B s & AT [EBR S
X7 5 v b 7 x — & (IRP: International
Recovery Platform) 723 Fe A 17 1 3 &
N7z (ADRC 2005a). IRP i3fEElDI-HD 7
RN 2R RIBI IR E 2T o T B, KE
IZ & - THE R E 2 - 7oz, [HUIC
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KRR HE L, #Hr L Wi s o gl
2% &) (JICA2003) »kpons, =
DizdITlF, fhoHE P LRI - <
Higk s 7 oo DRMEGHEELSIRTH 5.
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FIPIEREICRE L, REETOEE, FK,
FHEA V7SI EORENRENTVE &L
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WREWENHY, AV K2y 7T, XK
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Lic. 5%, BBIOIEZE DT 570 D
L LT, « KEBUN, EEHSL NV TOH
BRMETH D &, « HEHYITEE ORE
[R&fiffd 5 & S BINDMIEY =5 —> v
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UYIE )T 4 —ERETEIEBEEDT
TWwa (BEKEE 2006).
[EMOBERE T AT Yy 2 E) F 4 — |
DFFOEKIF, HHERTO (A Fs] Th
5. DFb0, YEICMA, AHER (X5~
T4 TIE) @ EIEeRE) ORLSDH
Bl oETH 5. ShlbZEHOEEN
FE o N, BWREOEIITH T 5 ANiiH
TAMI IV, NiD % [ FTEIC X 5 i
ThtxoEs, BT LICFRI 3 aiELE L
FHEFEE ORI, B s &S PEDORE
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I3a=7 4 OFEEEVSBETE, X
o 1FER OEE ORI 2 HE L 7
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(Ache and Nias One year after the Tsunami
2005: 44-45).
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and Nias One Year After the Tsunami | % Lt #
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OB R R 4 0C) % dutaic, ISDR
PHATGREB S EHEL oD, A v FFEE
FRAR ORI T IEE 21T > TV 3.
HAGH L TWB I oF =, HEHNS
BTt - 7B ST b D 7o b DR D —Bi
L THEHsNAB.

FIZR ey 257 21, = F OBfERET T
EREREL 72, ERATEUC X A 1EHIEED S
LROFRS, £ LT, TOROEROITENIC
B2 ET, [AB] T THB OfREGHIS
ik Iinsskpons. A,
< BRAE T 7o DRFHUINEE R S0, HIE D
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5 AT BV TR ITE DB LEEIL DL,
2004 O KA OB, [HME A0 515 7,
A &R AR TS 12 - 72 | (8 A BRI
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& A BRI, 2002 TR B gt i Lo
WT, WBENICKET» o BabET
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75 ) 2 7 BRI O@K, SIS FRTHEw O

wfb] MotebnTVWa, Fav s b DiE
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