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The Aging of Filipino Migrants in Japan:
Cases of the Filipino Elderly in Nagoya City**

TAKAHATA Sachi

Abstract

The paper tries to clarify the life issues of Filipino migrants, a group of newcomer foreigners in
Japan with 187,241 registered population as of 2005, majority of whom belong to the age bracket of 35 —
39, more female than male, with high rate of intermarriage with locals, and entertainment industry as
their first job experience in Japan.

Based on the interviews with the members of the Filipino seniors group in Nagoya, the author has
drawn the following 6 findings: (1) interviewees recognized themselves “aged” when they reach the late
40’s or early 50’s; (2) all of them experienced working within the ethnic community like baby-sitting at
Filipino households, cooking and cleaning at Philippine restaurants; (3) none of them has paid sufficient
months in Japan to be eligible for the retirement pension, and some received setkatsu hogo (Japanese
version of Supplemental Security Income); (4) in accordance with the Philippine culture, many expect
that their children are responsible for supporting their life as parents; (5) the schedule to “retire” in the
Philippines is postponed due to the sickness or reluctance of Japanese hushands usually older than
Filipino wives; and (6) since the 1990’s, a number of Nikkei Filipinos of various age brackets came to
Japan, who will face the reality of aging earlier.
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