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Status of Chinese Islamic Women as Seen in Husband-Wife Relations
in the Hui Community:
A Case Study from Linxia County, Gansu Province

JIN Xianyu

Abstract

In this paper I explore husband-wife relations in Chinese Islamic society, based on a case study of
married couples in Linxia City, China’s “little Mecca,” and then go on to consider Chinese Islamic
women'’s status. Most Islamic families in Lingxia city still follow the traditional gender division of labor
whereby the husband earns a living “outside” while the wife takes care of housework and children “at
home.”

Full time homemakers and women employed outside the home expressed different expectations
towards their husbands. Most full time homemakers hoped their husbands would “support the family
financially,” “listen to my (the wife’s) views,” and “respect me.” In contrast, the women working outside
the home hoped their husbands would “understand and support my work,” “help with housework,” and
“help with childcare.” As for their consciousness as wives, both those working outside the home and
those working as full time homemakers reported that a wife should “respect her husband,” “cheer up
her husband when he is tired from work,” “do housework,” “be a good life partner,” “tell her husband
when he has done something wrong.” Hui community men hoped their wife would act as a traditional
“good wife and wise mother,” as follows: “respect me (husband),” “obey me,” “do housework,” “be

” o«

earnest about childcare,” “look after our parents,” “be a kind woman,” “make amends generously when

she makes a mistake,” and “be devoted to her household.”

As seen above, in all the four fields of education/culture, employment/work, household/life/health,
and public life, the status of Hui women in Lingxia city is not high. However, with both the women’s own
consciousness and the men’s support, improvement of Lingxia city Islamic women’s status may take

time but is certainly possible.
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