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Abstract

The number of I0OC and IF member countries exceeds that of UN member countries. Therefore
these organizations have the merit of being able to integrate the developed and developing countries on
a global level, through the international character of sport rules. Against this background, few studies
have been carried out focusing on sport development in developing countries in the context of national
development. This paper examines assumptions that are often associated with sport development as a
basis for thinking about aspects of sport in developing countries. Case-study research is used to
substantiate the arguments made about Vanuatu soccer in the South-pacific region. Vanuatu soccer has
been undergoing transformation in the last decade, under the influence of the FIFA development
program. This work examines the specific effects of globalization on soccer in developing countries. It is
argued that it is unrealistic to expect sport to sustain a notion of civic engagement or social capital
without addressing the issue of how to create the world- standard-soccer development structure in
developing countries. The paper looks closely at the background of world-wide development of
integrating organizations and describes the unexpected problems that have been occurring in the
developing countries.
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