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An ‘Evolution’ of the Concept of Development:
How does the World Bank’s Legal Assistance Reach to Anti-Money Laundering?

YAMADA Miwa

Abstract

The World Bank’s legal and judicial reforms programs have expanded considerably since it began to
address the concept of governance in early 1990’s. Initially the Bank focused primarily on legal reforms
for inducing private investment. Currently, however, the Bank’s specialized legal assistance extends to
include the criminal justice sector such as anti-money laundering. Such activities cannot be directly
construed from the functions provided for in its Articles of Agreement, the main among which is to help
financing specific projects for productive purposes. Examining the documents by the Bank and its
General Counsel, the author discusses how the Bank has interpreted its Articles in order to explain the
legitimacy of its expanding activities. The Bank has manoeuvred itself into the criminal justice sector by
skillfully changing its concept of development not to deviate from its mandate. The change is not merely
a shift of its emphasis from economic development to social development; rather, an ‘evolution’ to
include any kind of areas as target of its development assistance. For those who study Law and
Development, it raises a question of one’s own concept of development to explore the concept of
development deployed by the World Bank, a major influential player in legal and judicial reforms in

developing countries.
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(Combating the Financing of Terrorism: 7 &~
DERUEG OEEH) MWAAEN D X 51Tl =
1, AML/CFT & L TFHEN B K D 1T75 - 7.
R, AML/CFT % T 8ic L 72 il & & o
EFALHAE, 2002 FIciE 3 —0 v B LT
iy O 7E, ST T AV ABLITAY
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2) Article I Purposes: “The purposes of the Bank
are: (i) To assist in the reconstruction and devel-
opment of territories of members by facilitating
the investment of capital for productive purposes,
including the restoration of economies destroyed
or disrupted by war, the reconversion of produc-
tive facilities to peacetime needs and the encour-
agement of the development of productive
facilities and resources in less developed
countries. (i) "

3) Article IV, Section 10. Political Activity
Prohibited: The Bank and its officers shall not in-
terfere in the political affairs of any member; nor
shall they be influenced in their decisions by the
political character of the member or members
concerned. Only economic considerations shall
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be relevant to their decisions, and these consid-
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