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Motives for Voluntary Activities and Cultural Background:
Spanish Volunteers as a Case
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Abstract

Motives for volunteers have been investigated only from the universal perspectives until recently.

This essay argues that the different characters among volunteers’ motives in different countries can be

explained by their cultural backgrounds, taking Spanish volunteers as a case.

According to my questionnaire surveys and key informant interviews, Spanish volunteers have a

tendency to do voluntary work without thinking that they are doing it, but they just think that they help

mutually and enjoy the activities. And they consider that a good relationship among volunteers is quite

important for continuing their activities. This inclination toward voluntary activities in Spain, which is

rather different from American or Japanese volunteers, can be explained by some social concepts that

anthropologists presented as a typical Spanish sense of value. For example, “amiguisumo” means that a

friendship is the most important human relationship and the equalitarianism dominates in its society.
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