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The Image of Shanghai in Japan around 1930:

Case Studies from the Criminal Science and the Criminal Review

Xu Qing

Abstract

The magazines The Criminal Science and The Criminal Review were a kind of mass media during
the formative period of “the masses” in modern Japan. Based on the analysis of the magazines’ articles,
this paper explores how these magazines represented Shanghai.

Primarily, during this time, the Japanese image of Shanghai, as it appeared in both magazines, was
feminine, backward, criminal and an appropriate object to be enlightened. In other words, it was a typical
Orientalist image. Further, the articles in both magazines promoted the perception shared by various
contemporary classes in Japan that China (Sina) was an appropriate object for control/domination by
Japan. In other words, around 1930, in particular after the first Shanghai Incident, the emergence of “the
masses” and “modernism” rapidly created an environment for constructing the mass image of Shanghai.

The 1930s was the period when images previously maintained just in the heads of Japanese
intellectuals began to be popularized, and which gave birth to the discourse of looking down on China
(Sina) to support Japanese people’s self identificatio as Japanese.
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