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Basic Forms and Their Variants in Constructions:

A Suggestion on the Ordering of Grammatical Items

OMURO Takeshi*

Abstract

There has been a certain gap between English linguistics and English education; on the
one hand, English linguists, in particular those who are interested in linguistic theory, have
been very busy catching up with, understanding, and making a contribution to the
development of linguistic theory, so that they have no time to apply the achievements of
English linguistics to English education, and, on the other hand, English educationalists and
English teachers refrain from studying overly abstract linguistic theory and make no
attempt to apply the achievements of English linguistics to English education. However, it
would be ideal for the ‘theoretical’ English linguists if their work for the primary purpose of
linguistic theory led to direct contributions to English education.

In this paper, | will show along the general line of discussion in Kajita (1982-4), through
the particular analyses of a certain kind of parenthetical clauses, cognate object
constructions, gesture-expression constructions and one’s way-constructions, that research
for the primary purpose of linguistic theory - that is, to define the notion of the class of
‘possible grammars’ as narrowly as possible - will make a direct contribution to the
important ordering principle of grammatical items, that is, that they should be ordered from
simple to complex: this will provide a certain scientific objectivity to the notions ‘simple’
and ‘complex’ involved in that principle.
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0 O O Nobody knows, the fact is.
0 Bolingerd 1972:6711
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0 0O O The fact is that nobody knows.
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00O In fact, nobody knows.
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000 [s The fact is that [s nobody knows.]]
0 0O O [saww The fact is that][s nobody knows.]
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0 0O O The fact is, nobody knows.
0 Bolingerd 1972:67(11
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0 O O Nobody, the fact is, knows.
0 O O Nobody knows, the fact is.

0o0ooooooooooooood
00000000 the fact is thatd SAdvO
0000000000000 SAdvOOO™
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O00000bypasst 000000 SAdvD
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dooodboonooooobooooboon
goooboboooobobooooon
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00 100 O the implication isOD 00000000
00000001000 0enough tod O 0O
the implication isOD 0000000

0 0O O That chapter was basically written
in the late 1950s, the fact is, in 1958-
1959, around then.
O Cf. That chapter was basically
written in the late 1950s, in fact, in
1958-1959, around then.O Noam
Chomsky, The Generative Enter-
prise, Foris, p.62[1]

0 100 “Well, I was driving up to the house
at about the right time, it seems.
And they’ve been checking up on
things, and it seems that | took too

much time between the lodge and
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the house - time enough, the impli-
cation is, to leave the car, run
round the house, go in through the
side door, shoot Christian and rush
out and back to the car again’
00 Agatha Christie, They Do It With
Mirrors, Fontana, pp.113-1140

O O DO the fact is thatD SAdvO OO OO0 O
O0000000O0O0SAdvOOOOoOooO
00000000 SAdvO O monomorpheme
000000000ooooooodthed
oooooo

0110 a Fact is, Hastings, I'm cut out
now for a bachelor existence.
[0 Agatha Christie, Curtain, Pock-
et Books, p.830]
b. Fact is, it must have been done!
0 Agatha Christie, And Then
There Were None, Fontana,
p.800
c. Fact is, we've been getting com-
plaints.
0 Arthur Hailey, Hotel, Pan
Books, p.20501
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0J 120 She smiled a warm happy smile.
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O0D0O000smileD 00000 O0OODOO
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owpBibouooooooogo

[0 130 She smiled happily.
[J 140 She gave a warm happy smile.
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0 150 *She smiled warmly happily.
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0160 Van Aldin laughed a quiet little
cackle of amusement.
0 Agatha Christie, The Mystery of
the Blue Train, Fontana, p.190
0 Cf. He slept a fitful {sleep/slum-
ber}. He smiled a knowing
{smile/?smirk}.0 Michael T. Wescoat
O p.c..d Horitad 1996:225[1T1
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0 170 Mr. McDeere smiled, a rather nerv-
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ous smile.
0 John Grisham, The Firm, Arrow,
p.3890J
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0180 a Tsu Ma smiled; a friend’s strong

smile. 0 BNC, GUG 23660
b. He smiled: a public, neutral
smile. 0 BNC, GOY 33970
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Olel 1700180 0000000000
gboooboobbooobooobo
glodnmz2odf210000000

0190 They’'ve walked the walk and
talked the talk, and now they're
picking pictures0 00000000
TIME CD-ROMO O O

O Cf. In other words, modern lin-
guistics talks the conventionalist
talk, but walks the naturalist walk.
000000000 Joseph, John E,
Limiting the Arbitrary: Linguistic
Naturalism and its Opposites in Pla-
to's Cratylus and Modern Theories
of Language. [J Studies in the Histo-
ry of the Language Sciencesl] John

Benjamins, p.0 O
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the walkO talk the talkD O OO QOO OO0
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g0000cCcf.0o0o0ooooooan
020020 00 0000000O0Odrop0 000
000000 The Bank of English( 00O O
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02001 mean a lot of the statistics and
things Michael Howard Yesterday
in Parliament saying that crime in
London has dropped erm the high-
est erm drop in twenty years |
think it was that is purely because
it was so high the previous year.
0 The Bank of English, brspok/UK.
Text <tref id=SBO ----1640>0
0 Cf. The stock market dropped its
largest drop in three years
today. 0ob0oonb 0200214200

O2ladd21b00000O00OO O20020 0

gdoobooooobooboooobod
gdooom2icodOWebOOOooogdo
aad

0210 a Pictures were taken, laughs
were laughed, food was eaten.

b. And the crowd responded with
such outpourings of enthusiasm
as | have never before witnessed.
Screams were screamed, cheers

cheered, sighs sighed, under-
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wear thrownO O O O O O
[0 2002:16611]
¢. Hugs were hugged, smiles were
smiled, hands were shaken.
O http://www.freelists.org/archiv
es/7inch/022003/msg00000.html
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0220000000

00 220 Miss Marple nodded agreement.
0 Agatha Christie, A Murder is

Announced, Fontana, p. 750

022000000000002000000
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0 230 Miss Marple nodded.
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a. [ MOVEinternal([ ];s HEAD) ]
eVENT [MANNER UP & DOWN]

EVENT

b. [ CAUSEInternal [ﬂ, [MOVEIntemal(b Is HEAD) ])]

eVENT [MANNER UP & DOWN]

C. [CAUSE ([ ﬁ ,[event GO (Bt 's AGREEMENT], [FROM@( ] ] ]
PaTHTO[] ) )
[BY [CAUSEIntemaI ( Bl [MOVEInternal([x ]s HEAD) ‘ ) H

EVENT [EVENT EVENT [ManNER UP & DOWN]

024a0 0 00 24b10 24b0 0 0 0 24c0 O
00000 O0OHuddlestond 1984:370 O O
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goooboboobobuoboobon
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[0 1987: section 4220 0O Onodd0 O OO OODO
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goooboooo

gbobooboboobooboobooboooon
oooooooobOoooooboooooo
gooooooobooooooboooooo
gobooooobooooobooooobo
gbobobobom2oooooooon
goooooooboooooboooooo
obobooboboboobooboboobon
gboobooboobobooboobooboobon
gooooooobooooooboooooo
obbobobom200000024cOOn
O0o00o0Oo0O0oo0O0000000Themed
OO00[mnO’s AGREEMENT]OOOOOO
OTennyD OOOOOOOOOO0ODOOOOO
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O0OnodDOOOO0OOOOOODOOOOO
gooooooobooooobooooobo
ooooooo0om23000000nodOd
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oooooooooooboooooooon
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ment0 0000000000 O0O0O0CODOO
gobooobooz220000d
OO00O[mO’'s AGREEMENTIOD OO OO
gbobooboooooooooooooz2o
oooooOoooOOThemeDOODODODO
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gobooooooom2sbcooon
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‘DERIVATIVE'
CAUSE ([f;, [evenT GO (i s AGREEMENT], [FROM[J] m)

pATH TO[]
CAUSEInternal ( Bl [MOVEIntemal([;( Js HEAD) ]) H

EVENT [ManNER UP & DOWN]
‘DERIVATIVE'

BY

EVENT |EVENT

0220 0agreementd 000y
oooooooobooooooboooooo
oooooooobooooooboooooo

googouooouooouggoggdTenny
gle7oopoooobobobbbom2eb o0
goooooogo

260 a *Agreement’'s nodl dingd by
John

b. *Agreement nods easily.

00000000 m26alld26b0 0000
O000o0o0o0O0OdTennyDOOOOOOO
O00o0o0ooUoOooOooooooooo
O000D0ODOnod agreementd nod O
00000000 ooooom27ro00o
gooooboooobooom230000ad
godoboboooobooboooobood
g ooooooooo

00 270 Miss Marple broke the vase.

O0M2200000000000000
o0o0o0oooooooooooooooo

000180 dnbnddnnbdmessage
00o000ooooooooooooooo
00o0o0oooUooooooooooo
0000000oOoooOddnoddODOOOO
J0d20000000000002200
agreementU D0 00000000 QOOOd
godbobbooboobobonOnagree-
mentU 00000 0O0OOO0OOOOODODOO
0000000000000 O00D0Huddle-
ston 01984370 000000000000
00o0o0oooooooooomoooo
O00000ooU0OooOooooooooo
o0o0oUdoo0ooooooooooooooo

0000 Chomsky[l 1986870 0 0 0 0 0 O
Grimshaw([ 1979, 19810 00000000
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0o0o0oooooooom22000000
gooodboobooooobooooboon
gcsROUODOOODDOOODDOOOoDDOOn
gooobobooboobobooobon
goobdobobuooboobooboobon
JOCSROUODOOOUOOagreement O 0O
O00000oouoooooooooooo
O00oooooOo o2800000

0 280 Miss Marple nodded that she

agreed.

Rudankol 1984:1530 0 (290 0 0 O O
obM3puooboobobobooooooog

(0 290 For instance, nod does not express
verbal communication, but nonver-
bal communication only, and, as pre-
dicted, it is incompatible with a that
complement, ...

0 RudankoO 1984:153[]

[0 300 *He nodded that | should leave.
00 Rudanko(] 1984:153[T]

gboooon0 019700 ooo9e9ond
O000D0D0o0oo0oDooooogdodnod
OthatDO OO OO0

0310 a In the elevator Eddie gave an
apologetic look. Judd met his
eyes and nodded that he under-
stood.

0 Sidney Sheldon, The Naked
Face, Pan Books, p.320

0990

b. I indicated a chair and she nod-
ded that it was OK for me to sit
down.

O0BNC HTL 1589, OO 0O 1999:
1910101

c. The star-gazers nod approvingly
that he has struck a blow against
directorial arrogance, ...
<Cobuild Direct, times/T0000010992>

d. Martin .. nodded that the Queen
was due to appear.
<Cobuild Direct, schooks/B0000000915>

e. But he nodded his head that it
was true.

0 Ernest Hemingway, For Whom
the Bell Tolls, Scribner Paper-
back Fiction, p.252(]

00000000 Levin and Rapoport
019880 0000000000 Onod0OOO
0000000 m32o0o0o0o0o0ooog
ooooooooooo

00 320 agreement, approval, assent, thanks,
appreciation, acknowledgement, sat-
isfaction, comprehension, goodbye,
encouragement, yes, support, acqui-
escence, understanding, confirma-
tion, farewell, affirmative, accept-

ance, greeting, insistence, sympathy
0000000000330 0The Bank of
EnglishO OO0 O0O0OO0OO0OOO0OO0OOOooOoO

Oob00O0O0messagel OO0 OOOOOO

(0330 The doorman beamed a welcome.
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Owen frowned a warning. She’'s
only just discovered the telephone
anyway, just gawks hullo into it.
Angus glared his frustration.
Behind them, Young Islam - dressed
in sharp suits and expensive silk
ties - glowered their disapproval.
She shook her head, grimaced her
disapproval. Ryle grinned his sym-
pathy. Fogelman scowled his dis-
pleasure. | smirked my thanks.
Marc snorted derision. Cole
blinked his surprise. 1 clap the
applause of a paranoiac. The driv-
er shrugged acceptance. The
wolfhound turned, wagged a curso-

ry greeting to her.

nodd 000000000 Othat00DOO
000 The Bank of EnglishD 0 034000
ooo

0340 a He shakes his head that Craig
Mcdermott can exude such
ferocity on the field while doting
so gently over his children after
hours.
<Corpus oznews/OZ. Text<tref
id=NA--950930>

b. the deaf old Maquis fighter in
his beret, who chortled and
smirked that of course there
were mistakes, but it all had to
be done.
<Corpus times/UK. Text <tref
id=NB0 --990523>

¢. They shrug their shoulders it's
somebody else’s car isn’t it.
<Corpus brspok/UK. Text <tref
id=SB[ ----0670>

d. He winked it might be a little
quieter back in Siberia”
<Corpus ushooks/US. Text <tref
id=BU------491>

Oo0oooooooooocoooOonnod
goooocooooooboooooao

OoOooooooooboooonOd23d
Uobb22000 330 00O 0O I 280111 3111

Ux4oodon

0.0. One’'s Wayl [

gssnoooooodg

00 350 Bill belched his way out of the
restaurant. [0 Jackendoff(] 1990:211T]

O000mMm3spuoooooooooo
DOoOooOoOoOoObelchDOOoOoOOooooOO
ooooOooooooopoooooood
oO0oooooooooomssgoood
gdooboooooboobooooobood
godoboboooobooboooobod
OO0 minimal step0 00000000O0OO
goooooobooobbobUdUdwayd
gooOo0O0OmakeOfindDDOODOOOOO
O000D0O0O0OOmakedfindODOODOOO
O00ooU0ooUoomuooooooog
O00ooUooooooooom3sood
ooooo

0360 a. | made [w her way [ to the top]].

1000



b. I found [ her way [ to the top]].

gboobooobooobobooooboboo
oboboobooooooooooooOsrg
gobooboobboon

0370 a | made [v» my way [ to the top]].
b. | found [v» my way [ to the top]].

O00o00o0ooooooooo3snd
0370000000000 00DOoO0oooOO
O0m3s0oooooooooooogog
Oooo0OooOooooooooooooo
doooobobooooooboooood
00000 0O0D0 Huddlestond 1984:370 O O
00000ooooboobooooO3rdg
goooobbobooooobooobod
gooboobobuooboboooboobon
O0o0o0o0o0oooooooDOoooooo
O0o00oO0oO0oooooooOooUooOoo
O0oooooOooooooooooooo
O0oooooOoooooooDOoooooo
O0o0oO0oOooooooooooooo
Oooooooooooomoooooo
dooodboonooooobooooboon
gooodbooboooobooooboon
0o0oo0ooooooooooo3rooon
goooboboobooboooobon
gooobobuoobobooboobon
goodobobuoobobobboobon
OO000o00ooU0ooOooooOoNPODOO
OPPOOODOOOO3BOOUOOOODO
gooOoOoOOoOoOoOoOopooopooooo

0380 a | made [x» my way] [ to the top].
b. I found [w» my way] [ to the top].

01010

minimal step0 000000000 OO0OO
0o0odoooboooooboooooon
O0OwayOOODODOOOOOODODOOI390
0o00D0o00ooooooooo0djumpd
goooooooo

00 390 Miss Marple jumped into the room.

0390 000 O into the roomO Jackendoff
ooooOoooOpPathOCOOODODOOOOOO

g4a00000000oooon

D 40[' [Path TO [Place IN [Thing ROOM]]]

00000019970 O O Jackendoffd Path
O00000D0SOURCE, GOAL, PATHO
goboobooobooboobboon
gbooobobpooboobobogbo
ooooobbobOoO0oOoooooo4o0n
GOALODODOODODOODODODDODDOD

0390000000000000Path of

MotionD OO DOOODOOODOOO Levin and
Rappaport Hovavl 199500 O O O O 17 390
Ojump0 0000000000 O0ODODOOO
dooooonooooobobooooon
doodoboobooooboboooon
goooooboooooboboooon
oooom3yuooooooooooon
goooboboobobuoboobon
gooobobooboboboooboon
O00000ooUoooooooooooo
0000000000 0OwaydOOOOGOO
0000000038000 ooooanjump
O000000000o0o0oO0ooOoone's
WayO 004100000000
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0 410 Miss Marple jumped her way into

the room.

04100 0000000000000 0O
041000000wayd 0000000 020020
podoooobbbooooobooboooo
00000410 O jumpd O O O activity
00ooo0oooUooooooooooon
0000 Tennyd 19870 OO O O measure out-
er,delimiter0 0000000000410 0O
000000000 0make, findDOOOO
O00000jump0000O0O0O0ODOOO
O000O00o000one’'s WaydOoonOo
goooooboboboooooooooa
wayl OO0 odoooooooooooooo
gobobooooboooooboboo
gobobooooboooooboboo
O000jumptype0 0000000000
000000000000 bypasstO
measure outer, delimiterDOwayd OO0 0O 00O
ooooooooooooooooooo
ooooooooooOooooooooo
ObelchDODODOOOOOOOODOOOO
oooo0ooooooooooooooo
godo3ssgoooooooooooood
gooooboooobooobooooog
O3s0000000noooooooooooo
O03s0000o0o0o0o0oooooooon
JO00One’'s WayDl OO OQOoooooono
ooooooooooOooooooooo
ooooooooooooooooooo
ooooooooooooooooooo
0o0oo0ooooooooooooooo
0000000000 Kirchner 019570 O
oooooooooooooooo

0420 a Once a year, the leaders # the
politicians who have kicked,
clawed, fought, cajoled # and
persuaded their way to the top
# meet officials.
<Corpus oznews/01. Text <tref
id=N5000951121>

b. Their final duet from Pique
Dame went down so well that
they turned # themselves into
shepherdesses for the encore,
mopping and mowing their way
# through the opera’s little
Mozartian pastorale, and then
repeating it all over again.
<Corpus times/10. Text <tref
id=N2000960304>

¢. An impressive cast including
Susan Sarandon and Meat loaf
vamp and camp their way
through The Time Warp and
other such OTT delights, whilst
Tim Curry invites you up to see
what’s on the slab.
<Corpus ukephem/02. Text
<tref id=E0000001915>

d. McWhinney, after going nine-
under at 14, dropped # a shot at
the par-three 15th and parred
his way home.
<Corpus oznews/01. Text <tref
id=N5000951127>

e. If you boo hooed your way

through the film The Bodyguard
there’s more to come.

<Corpus ukmags/03. Text <tref
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0430 If the grammar of a language L at
stage i, G L,i(] has property P, then
the grammar of the language at the
next stage, G1 L,i+0 0, may have
property P'. 0 Kajita) 2002:161[T]
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