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Notes on Mao Dun’s Literary Criticism in 1930-1933

Abstract

NAKAI Masaki*

This essay will deal with the theory of literary criticism originally offered by Mao Dun in
1928-1929 and its subsequent transformation during the period from 1930 to 1933.

Mao Dun presented his literary theory in the period of revolutionary literature
controversy in 1928-1929, and he continued to reform it from 1930 to 1933. Following the
transformation of his theory, this essay will first elucidate what the revolutionary literature
controversy or the revolutionary literature meant to Mao Dun.

Second, this essay will concretely pursue the process of Mao Dun’s struggle to apply
abstract Marxist literary theory to the changing political situations. In the period above
Japanese imperialism invaded China more violently, making Chinese social, political and
economical situations more difficult for ordinary people. Mao Dun,taking part in the league
of Left-wing Writers on April in 1930, searched for the proletariat revolutionary literature,
that is, the kind of literature which would support the oppressed class suffering from the
oppression and violence by Nanjing Government. His effort means that he had to find how

to apply creatively the Marxist literary theory to the Chinese situation of those days.
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