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Japan’s New ODA Approach towards Transboundary Issues:
Regional Cooperation Projects in the Greater Mekong Sub-Regiond GMSO

WATANABE Keiko"

Abstract

The focus of this paper is on regional development aid provided by Japan towards
transboundary issues. By examining in detail this new approach under the framework of
bilateral assistance, this study provides evidence of some of the principal characteristics and
effectiveness of this aid. The paper also attempts to analyze the background of such an
approach, some limitations, and the challenges towards effective implementation.

The two regional cooperation projects implemented in the Greater Mekong Subregion
under this approach are examined by using the concept of global public goodsO GPG[
which addresses the issue of the relationship between development assistance and the
transboundary issues.

It is found that the current approach produces limited impact in view of its supply of
GPG and facilitation of regional cooperation. However, it does have the potential to become
an effective regional development approach, if it works as a seed project and links to the
bilateral assistance, or if it takes a role as a complementary project for the current

development activities.
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