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A Critical Study on Media Literacy:
Analyzing the Practice of English Language Teaching

NAKANISHI Mikinori”

Abstract

Recently, Media Literacy has been gaining more and more attention. One of the most
important key words in the study is the word ‘critical’ or ‘criticism’. The target of previous
studies of ‘criticism’ in Media Literacy has only been to investigate the intentions of media
producers and their biases. Very little has been done to examine the relations between the
power and signification by the media. This study aims to examine these significant relations
and clarify the concept of ‘critical’ by critically reviewing the practice of English Language
Teaching (ELT) in college.

The reason why | conducted a study on Media Literacy in regards to ELT is due to the
term ‘globalization’ and its relation to the spread of English in the world. In ELT, | believe
that it is meaningful to consider the potential problems which come about when trying to
make Media Literacy successful in the classroom.

This study consists of three stages; firstly, to reconsider the ‘critical’ viewpoint, the
theoretical core of Media Literacy; secondly, to discover what kind of problems appear in
exercising ELT combined with Media Literacy; thirdly, to search for undetectable ideas of
‘criticism’ which are apt to be passed over in mass media when considering globalization.
My wish is that such study will help strengthen the theoretical base of ‘criticism’ when

teaching Media Literacy in the classroom.
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The first principle of media education
from which all else flows, and to which
teachers and students will continually

return is 0 O that the media are symbolic

(or _sign) systems which need to be

actively read. and not unproblematic, self-

explanatory reflections of external reality.
Another way of stating this principle is

to say that television, newspapers, film,
radio, advertisements and magazines are

produced. O O The media, that is, are

actively involved in processes of con-

structing or_representing ‘reality’ rather

than simply transmitting or reflecting it.
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