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An Analysis of “Heterogeneity” : Concerning the Discourse of
“Minna chigattel] Minna ii”

MAEDA Naoko*

Abstract

It is frequently said that the Japanese people have not been able to establish positive
relationships with other ethnic peoples while accepting the many differences that exist
among peoples of different social and cultural backgrounds. On the basis of this view,a
number of researchers have criticized Japan’s assimilative policy and the Japanese way of
communicating, and have produced a brand of discourse that encourages individuals to
know and respect the diversity between Japanese and other cultures(d

The intent of this paper is to critically examine, using the concept of Constructionism,the
views of discourse dealing with heterogeneity. For that purpose, | examine how the concept
of “the self” is argued within the discourse on heterogeneity, and how individuals’ selves

O realitiesd are constructed through the acceptance of this particular discussion.

I will show that the current discourse on heterogeneity advises people to have such self-
images as to be themselves and to be conscious of their own characters, as well as to be
relativistic and to respect others equally. These points of views on heterogeneity appear to
be rationalized on the grounds that they attempt to harmonize these two specific types of
self-image.

In addition, | will point out the limitations of the current discourse on heterogeneity. The
discussion itself cannot avoid the systemic way of thinking that allows individuals to pursue
self-image to be themselves and conscious of their own characters while harmonizing the
efforts to be relativistic and respectful of others equally,even though there is an assumption
that people can attain the first of these self-images by themselves. The discussions
concerning heterogeneity are in error since they include the assumption that individuals’
complementary roles in their systems are a result of self-determination.

Finally, 1 will describe the occurrence of two paradoxes that arise as a direct
consequence of the inaccuracy of these assumptions. The more eagerly individuals pursue
their authenticities by themselves, the more tightly they are bound to one of the
complementary roles within their systems. Furthermore, the more strongly they emphasize
the differences or boundaries between themselves and others, the more they fail to

0ooooooooooo

0470



gboooboooboooo

recognize that they themselves are the parties concerned in the construction of mutual

selves( realitiesC] As a final result, individuals develop an attitude called “the denial of

coevalness”.
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