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Philippine Policy on Medium of Instruction

—A\ Study on Effective Medium of Instruction in a Multilingual County—

KIM Mia"

Abstract

The Philippines is a multilingual country with more than 100 local languages. The public
education systems uses Filipino, the national language, and English, one of the official
languages, as mediums of instruction starting at grade 1 in elementary school. However,
Tagalog, which is the root of Filipino, is only used by one-fourth of the population. Moreover,
English is mostly used by urban upper class people, while in rural areas English is not
necessary in daily life. Mismatches between medium of instruction and students’ vernacular
language cause many educational problems, such as high dropout rates and low educational
achievement. Meanwhile, international studies have shown that the use of vernacular
language as medium of instruction at the primary level improves student learning and
retention.

This article observes the historical background of language policies and mediums of
instruction in the Philippines since the colonial period, and explains how the Philippines
became such a multilingual country. Moreover, through an analysis of “1999 Lingua Franca
Educational Policy,” this study emphasizes the importance of using vernacular language as
the medium of instruction in primary education.
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