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The Labor Markets of Northwest China; the Case of Gansu Province

Abstract

ITO Shoichi"

The population of Gansu Province is 25.62 millions and the second largest one in
Northwest China. The educational level of Gansu Province is considered to be low in a sense
that it has the low share of tertiary education graduates and the high shares of primary
education graduates and illiterates people in workforce. The heavy and chemical industry is
relatively important in Gansu Province because of its abundant natural and energy
resources. Gansu Province is one of lowest per capita GDP provinces in China The private
enterprises is not well developed in Gansu Province, which is common among provinces in
Northwest China.

In general, the average wage rate of the other economic units including foreign funded
units is highest, and that of state-owned units follow. In the case of Gansu Province,
however, that of state-owned units is highest, which indicates that state-owned enterprises
are dominating in urban sectors of Gansu Province. In rural areas, it should be noted that
the average per capita net income of agricultural family is very low. Gansu Province is
facing with two important issues in term of labor market. The first issue is the low levels of
income of agriculture workers in rural area. The second issue is the high rate of laid-off
workers in urban areas. Implementation of various types of policies should be considered to
solve two important issues in the labor market of Gansu Province.
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oo 43,003 1,257 292 109 2.81 0.65 0.24
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oo 47,247 2,313 878 305 4.56 1.73 0.60
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od 4,305,000 96,879 271,170 368,049 2.25 6.30 8.55 2.2
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oo 3,184,000 110,057 96,137 206,194 3.46 3.02 6.48 3.8
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