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The Changing Jurisdiction of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees

-Preventive Actions by the UNHCR-

Abstract

Satoshi YAMAMOTO"

Since the establishment of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

O UNHCRO it has been changing its jurisdiction, for example through the expansion of the

“ Good Offices” actions. It is one of the special features of UNHCR to change its work and

responsibilities along with relevant resolutions of the General Assembly of the United

NationsO GAD in comparison with another international organizations. The changing

problems of refugees need to be tackled with flexible strategy.

But in the history of its changing jurisdiction, substantive change of UNHCR has

occurred in the 1990s. Its protective work for refugees has become more* preventive” than

ever. Why it was occurred? What were the grounds for the change? How it was explained?

In this article, the substantive changing process in the 1990s is analyzed through the
discussion in the Executive Committeedd EXCOMO GA, and reports of UNHCR.
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