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The formation of the early thought of Nishimura Shigeki
and its features :
His views concerning education and military tactics

WANG Xiaokui*

Abstract

In the Meiji era Japan was vigorously pushing modernization forward through the
introduction of western culture and criticism of traditional Japanese culture. In the process
of modernization, many enlightenment philosophers such as Fukuzawa Yukichi, Nishi
Amane, and Nishimura Shigeki, focused on how to solve the conflict between moderniza-
tion and traditional culture.

This paper attempts to analyze the formation of the early thought of Nishimura Shigeki
and its features through examining his views on education and military science. Through
this approach I try to reveal the influences from both western culture and Japanese
traditional culture when enlightenment thought was taking shape.

I discuss (1) Nishimura’s academic background and his environment including the influ-
ence of his father and the character of the school in the Sakura domain (2) the character of
his view on education which he helieved should include both practical knowledge and
Confucian philosophy. (3) Nishimura’s idea that Japan, when adopting western culture,
should pay attention to the difference between the political and economic systems of Japan

and the west.
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