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Cultural Problems of the Modernization in China : Through the
Response to Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations ?”

SAKURAI Tatsuhiko*

Abstract

China today is vigourously pushing modernization forward by means of introducing the
market economy and carrying out an open foreign policy. The purpose of this paper is to
consider the cultural problems faced by China in the process of modernization.

In this paper, in order to point these problems out, I examine concretely how China
showed the response to Samuel P. Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations ?” Because the
cultural problems faced by contemporary China are vividly reflected in the comments on
Huntington’s paper by China, and we can see the course which the cultural problems of
China hereafter will take.

We could point out from this approach three characteristics of the trend of cultural
problems in connection with the modernization line as follows :

(1) There is the cultural conflict of Tradition vs. Modernization/Western Culture which
has been a continuous problem since the May-Forth Movement. Namely it is the problem
of how Traditional Culture, whose central idea is Confucianism, is to be harmonized and
reconstructed under the demands of Modernization.

(2) Principles, such as human rights and democracy which are considered to be the
universal truths in the West cannot be separated from the modernization. At the present
time, the West is just about to bring great pressure on China to realize these principles.
China, however, is driving out such a movement, and is in an endeavor to grope for the
modernization without assimilating into the Western Culture.

(3) In China, as a multi-ethnic nation, there is some possibility that ethnic conflict will
occur within the country. It need scarcely be said that to realize the modernization, the
unity of the people is indispensable. Therefore in recent years Chinese government has
been about to actively propose a patriotic education campaign. The question is how

effective the enhancement of nationalism will be in promoting the modernization.
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