
 80

6 Concluding Remarks   
 

Chiangmai was established in the year 1296, through many periods of prosperity and 
hardship this ancient city is now 712 years old. Chiangmai is no longer an independent 
kingdom; it has become one of the most important provinces of Thailand, endowed with 
natural resources, beautiful scenery and attractive culture. The city has become a center of 
tourism as well as a center of regional importance in education, agriculture, industry, 
handicraft, communication, commerce and services. Chiangmai is famous for traditional 
handicrafts. Each locality has its own particular craft product, such as silk weaving, celadon, 
wood carving, silverware engraving, umbrella making, artificial flower making, lacquer ware 
and hilltribes products. 

 
According to the new Thai Constitution, local governments will be allocated more 

power and budget; from education, morality and vision points of view, some local 
governments are not ready for such decentralization. Chiangmai city is urbanized with various 
economic activities, but rural areas are lack behind. Poor people from rural areas and other 
provinces migrate to Chiangmai for employment. Moreover, due to government policy, 
hilltribes are forced to move down and live in the lowland areas. The number of urban poor is 
increasing in Chiangmai city. At provincial level there are not enough coordination and 
cooperation among government offices as well as among private sector organizations. 
Chiangmai needs effective capacity buildings, land reforms, urban housing for poor people. 
Opportunities for education of all levels must be provided for the poor and disadvantage. 
Tourism industry is one of the highest income generating activities to Chiangmai, Lanna 
culture and tradition play vital role behind the tourism development. Rural-Urban 
communication networks should be improved to reduce the gap between rural and urban. 
Local resources should be fully utilized to create more value added to local products and 
services. Besides formal education, local culture, tradition and wisdom should be implanted to 
young generation to create sense of belonging and make them feel as part of Lanna Thai. The 
future of Lanna culture and Chiangmai development are in their hands. 

 
 
 

 


