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Lanna Culture and Social Development: 
A Case Study of Chiangmai Province in Northern Thailand 

 

        By  Phaisal Lekuthai 

1. Introduction 

Thailand is situated in the Southeast Asian mainland, the latitude 6-21 North and 
longitude 98-105 East, covering an area of 514,000 km2, which 2,230 km2 are water area and 
the 511,770 km2 are land area with 27.54% arable land, 6.93% permanent crops and others 
65.53%. The irrigated land is approximately 49,860 km2.  Thailand has land boundaries of 
4,863 km, borders with Burma 1,800 km to the north, 803 km with Cambodia to the east, 
1,754 km with Laos to the north and 506 km with Malaysia to the south. The total coastline 
along the Gulf of Thailand and the Indian Ocean is 3,219 km. 
 

Figure 1: Map of Thailand       Figure 2: Thailand’s 76 Provinces 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thailand has maximum dimension of about 2,500 km. from north to south and 1,250 km. 
from east to west, being located at the center of Southeast Asia and part of the logistic 
highways namely north-south and east-west corridors were completed in 2007, connected 
with the highways from Yunnan province southern part of China, the international trade 
among Southeast Asian countries including southern China will drastically increase in the 
near future (Figure 1). 
 
 Thailand is governed by a constitutional monarchy. The country is geographically 
divided into 4 regions, North, Northeast, Central and South and administratively divided into 
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76 provinces. Province is the local administration, subdivided into districts (amphoe), 
subdistricts (tambons) and villages. Bangkok is the capital city with elected governor. The 
other 75 provincial governors are appointed by the central government.1 (Figure 2) 

. The northern region is mountainous; the northeast region frequently faces sudden 
flood during rainy season, severe drought and cold during hot and cold seasons. The central 
region with fertile soil, but often flooded during rainy season. The southern region is hilly to 
mountainous and several offshore islands. Thailand is warm and rather humid tropical country. 
The monsoon or rainy season starts from May to September and a relatively dry season for the 
remainder of the year. Temperatures are highest in March and April and lowest in December 
and January. However, nowadays the climate changes and the seasons shift due to global 
warming. 
 
1.1 Population  

According to NSO, by December 31, 2007, the number of population was 
65,068,149, out of which 32,180,628 being male and 32,887,521 being female and the total 
number of households was 20,089,221 with an average of 3.24 people per household. 10% of 
the population are below the poverty line. Thailand is an aging society because 8% of the 
population are 65 years and over and in the near future it will become an aged society. The 
fertility rate is 1.64 children born/woman and the population growth rate is 0.663%; birth rate 
is 13.73/1,000 population and death rate is 7.1/1,000 population. Average life expectancy at 
birth is 72.55 years; 70.24 years for male and 74.98 years for female. The literacy rate is 
92.6%; 94.9% for male and 90.5% for female. The number of labor force is 35.75 million, 
49% involve in agriculture, 14% in industry and 37% in services. GDP (purchasing power 
parity) is US$ 596.5 billion and GDP per capita (purchasing power parity) is US$ 9,200. The 
economic growth rates are 4.5%, 5%, 4.3%, 4.6% for 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008 respectively. 
Thailand’s competitiveness rankings during military coup 2006 – 2007 keep on declining as 
compared to prior periods. The consumer confidence index also drops continuously right after 
the coup d’etat in September 2006, it drops from 29.8 to 12.6 by the end of 2007 and political 
uncertainty has led to a year of stagnation.2 (Appendix 1 and Appendix 2). 

 

1.2 Politics 
Since 1932, Thailand has 18 Constitutions and Charters, one of the highest numbers 

in the world. Following the 1932 revolution, Thai politics had been dominated for a half 
century by military and bureaucratic elite. Changes of government were effected primarily by 
means of a long series of mostly bloodless coups. However, military coup makers always 
promise to hold elections in the near future. In January 2001 election, Mr. Thaksin Shinawatra 
and his Thai Rak Thai Party won an overwhelming victory on a populist platform of 
economic growth and development. The following general election held on February 6, 2005, 
resulted in another landslide victory for Thaksin and Thai Rak Thai, which controlled 374 
seats of 500 seats in Parliament’s lower house. Thaksin’s popularity policies in rural areas and 

                                                 
1 http://www.dopa.go.th/stat/y-stat50.html  
2 http://www.bangkokpost.com/economicyearend2007/factsandfigures.html 
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the publicity were the keys to Thai Rak Thai’s historical victory. However, Thaksin proceeded 
to become the target of public protests that led to widespread calls for his resignation or 
impeachment. The discontent was caused by his family’s tax-free sale of shares in the telecom 
Shin Corp to Temasek Holdings of Singapore for 73 billion baht. That deal later triggered 
street protests and eventually led to the military coup.3  In the night of September 19, 2006, 
the military staged another bloodless coup d’tat. The coup leader General Sonthi 
Boonyaratkalin overthrew Thaksin from power. During the military junta remained in power 
for 15 months, 2007 Constitution with 309 articles was drafted and approved. Then the 
general election was held on December 23, 2007. Eligible voters of 32,759,009 people, 
74.45% turned out to cast the ballots, which is the new record turnout. The new government 
was formed in early 2008 with six-party coalition and Mr. Samak Sundaravej the leader of 
People Power Party (PPP) was appointed Prime Minister.4 The 1997 Constitution has 
effectively strengthened political parties in response to the rather messy polity of coalition 
since 1932. The current 2007 Constitution seeks to undo the mistake by many provisions that 
would considerably weaken political parties, as the result of this Constitution, Thai Rak Thai 
Party was dissolved and 111 Party’s administrative members are banned from politics for 5 
years.5 The former Thai Rak Thai Party members moved to join the PPP and are now 
attempting to push the proposed constitution amendments to strengthen the political parties; 
this movement creates controversy for the public. 
 
1.3 Tourism  

Tourism is the most important sector of Thailand in terms of revenue generation and 
foreign exchange earning. For many long years, Thailand remains a popular destination for 
foreign tourists. Tourist arrivals in 2006 accounted for 13.82 million. In 2007, the tourism 
sector showed mixed results, as political and security uncertainties in the wake of the 
September 2006 coup led to fewer East Asian arrivals. But double-digit growth from 
European, Middle Eastern and South Asian visitors could help the sector reach official targets 
of 14.8 million visitors and revenues of 547 billion baht for the full year. Visitor arrivals in the 
first nine months of the year at Suvarnabhumi Airport rose by 4% to 7.47 million. East Asian 
visitors dropped 3.81% in the first nine months from last year to 3.51 million, with arrivals 
from China, Singapore and Malaysia all down sharply. On the other hand, visitors from Japan, 
the biggest segment among East Asian travelers, rose 2.49% in the first nine months to 
873,788, while Korean tourist arrivals rose 8.21% to 622,888. Strong growth rates from other 
markets also help overall growth, led by a 13.08% increase in European travelers in the first 
nine months to 2.13 million. South Asian visitors showed similar growth rates, at 12.65% to 
493,926, while Middle Eastern tourists increased 16.25% to 324,021 and Oceania visitors by 
22.3% to 397,013. TAT’s policy focus is on quality tourism and revenues more than actual 
arrivals.6 (Table 1) 
                                                 
3 http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2007/07/01/politics/politics_30038672.php Modern Thai Politics 
4 http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/17Apr2008_news93.php General News 
5 http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2008/04/17/opinion/opinion_30070911.php 
6 Chatrudee Theparat. Tourism: Filling in for Absent Asians 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/economicyearend2007/tourism.html  
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 For 2008, the TAT has set an arrival target of approximately 15.72 million, up 5% 
from the previous year, with revenues from overseas visitors rising 10% to 602 billion baht. 
 

Table 1: Number of International Tourism Arrivals (9months of 2007) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 2: Number of Tourists, Spending, Revenue and Projections 
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The tourism policy under the “Amazing Thailand” banner would focus on five areas: 
(1) Environmental preservation and Eco-tourism. 
(2) Community participation in industry development. 
(3) Niche markets. 
(4) Domestic tourism. 
(5) Improving co-operation among related agencies. 

 
 However, transport infrastructure is an increasing problem facing this sector,  
as Suvarnabhumi Airport is already running at full capacity and demand from new markets 
could not be met due to flight constraints on the national carrier Thai Airways International. 
The domestic tourism, meanwhile, was expected to grow modestly in 2008, with revenues 
projected at 405 billion baht compared with 377.8 billion the previous year. Total trips were 
projected to reach 85 million in 2008, compared with 81.99 million the previous year (Table 
2). 
 
       For the fiscal year 2008, TAT was allocated 4 billion baht budget, 1.2 billion went to 
overseas marketing. Activities would focus on 21 primary countries in Europe, as well as 
Japan, China, India and 14 new target markets in Eastern Europe, South Africa, India and 
Vietnam. A new national tourism policy committee would be founded with representatives 
from both the public and private sectors, and be responsible for development strategies and 
enforcement of service standards. The greater awareness of environmental issues is also 
needed given the growing concerns expressed around the world about sustainable tourism and 
global warming. Overseas tour operators also had expressed strong support for the concept, 
and that raising the country’s green profile would help draw both new and repeated visitors in 
the future.7 
 
 In 2008, the private investment could pick up, led by plans to increase mass transit 
construction. Early April 2008, the new government has signed a financing contract for the 
Purple Line mass transit route. The government also has a clearer scheme for the Red and 
Blue lines. All of these developments would stimulate real estate. In any case, political 
stability will be the key for the 2008 economy and without clarity and consistency of the 
government policy, Thailand may not yet be out of the economic stagnation.8 
  
 In the Thai history, there are several military coups and lot of differences among the 
four regions of Thailand; however, there is unity beneath the diversities. The King and royal 
family are center of Thai people unity. 
 
 
 

                                                 
7 Ibid 
8 http://www.bangkokpost.com/economicyearend2007/economy.html  
 


