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Globalization: A Viewpoint from Development Politics (Governance)  
(Research Proposal) 

KIMURA, Hirotsune (GSID, Nagoya University) 
 
1. Research Motives 
	 	 	 	 Prof. Otsubo, our research team head, wrote, “Economists believe that economic 

development is central to development. Economic growth (income growth) and poverty reduction 

show a clear positive correlation, which can be statistically verified.” He depends many points to 

Aart Kraay, who wrote in World Bank Discussion Papers “Average incomes of the poorest fifth of a 

country on average rise or fall at the same rate as average incomes.” “Incomes of the poor rise 

equiproportionately with average incomes.” “So, standard growth-enhancing policies should be at 

the center of any effective poverty reduction strategy.” 

I agree with these opinions. Seventy percent of poverty reduction came from economic 

growth. It is the reality. Actually, developing countries have always prioritized economic growth and 

industrialization over social development or poverty reduction. When the World Bank made 

“poverty” the special issue of 1990 World Development Report after getting criticism from 

“development with human face” concerning structural adjustment, the Report of Independent 

Commission of the South on Development Issues entitled The Challenge to the South (1990) wrote, 

“Rapid and sustained economic growth is indispensable for the South’s development…The social 

and economic tensions which inevitably arise over the distribution of income and wealth can hardly 

be resolved unless total output is expanding and productive employment is provided.” (p.12) Our 

Common Interest: Report of the Commission for Africa published in 2005 wrote as follows: “All 

the evidence shows that reductions in poverty do not come without economic growth.” 

Concerning the reason of no economic growth, it wrote, “One thing underlies all the difficulties 

caused by the interactions of Africa’s history over the past 40 years. It is the weakness of 

governance and the absence of an effective state. 

The study would like to persuade economists that the precondition of economic growth is 

good governance, the consistent implementation of public policies to prepare economic, political and 

social infrastructures. It is the same with the insistence of Adam Smith in his book, The Wealth of 

Nations, Part 5, where he insisted the “invisible hand” could work getting the role of government in 

peace and order, preparing laws, public works including education and collecting tax. 
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2. Research Objectives. 
1) Examine if the development gap among developing countries come from the different level of 

public policy implementation and the level of bureaucracy as the backbone or infrastructure of the 

implementation.  

2) Examine why good governance cannot implement in various parts of developing countries.  

3) Examine if the agenda setting of good governance by international organizations like the World 

Bank and UNDP directs right way or describes wishful thinking in facing the reality of governance 

in developing countries. 

 

3. Methodology 
1) Build the symmetric relation between agenda setting of good governance by international 

organizations that have had limitation by the “principle of noninterference” and the theory of 

development politics that have no limitation by the “principle of noninterference.” 

4) The draft flow chart of the impact channels in the model is given below. (A) shows economic 

support policies. (B) shows the social development fields that can not be covered by economic 

growth. (C) shows government new policy fields coping with the new desires of people above 

poverty. 
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