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   “Intergenerational gap is vital (from the point 
of view of debt) ,” said the IMF Managing 
Director (MD) Christine Lagarde in response to 
my question at the CSO Townhall Meeting held 
on 11 October, during the Annual Meetings of 
the IMF and the World Bank Group. I had a 
privilege to address a question to MD Lagarde 
about the economic issues related the youth 
including high unemployment rate, social 
security and intergenerational gap. MD Lagarde 
pointed out the significance of pushing growth, 
stabilizing macro-economy, and managing debt in a sustainable way as the roles of IMF. 

   This year’s Annual Meetings took place in Tokyo, 
October 9-14, 2012.1 The Annual Meetings brought 
together central bankers, ministers of finance and 
development, private sector executives, and 
academics in order to discuss issues of global 
concern, including the world economic outlook, 
poverty eradication, economic development, and aid 
effectiveness. I was given the opportunities to attend 
the Civil Society Policy Forum and various seminars 
and meetings at the Annual Meetings as one of the 
eight IMF Youth Fellows through a competitive 
selection that included an essay contest. It was a 

great experience for me to join the debate on global 
issues and learn from real policy dialogues.  
   The CSO Townhall Meeting 2  with IMF 
Managing Director Christine Lagarde and World 
Bank President Jim Yong Kim was a highlight of 
the Civil Society Policy Forum. In addition, some 60 
sessions were held on a wide variety of topics 
ranging from global economy recovery, health, 
safeguards, social accountability to gender equity. 
In the session “Youth, Asia, and the Roles of the 

                                            
1 The IMF-WB Annual Meetings HP: http://www.imf.org/external/am/2012/index.htm 
2 The CSO Townhall meeting has been held since 2004 as one of the event during the Annual Meetings.  

Photo1: CSO Townhall Meeting with IMF Managing 
Director Christine Lagarde and World Bank 
President Jim Yong Kim 

Photo2: Raising a question to MD Christine 
Lagarde at the CSO Townhall Meeting 

Photo3: Presenting analytical studies at the Civil 
Society Policy Forum 



IMF,” I had a chance to discuss the issues as a panelist and present some analytical works 
from my current research on globalization and disparities. 

   Through the participation in the IMF-World Bank 
Annual Meetings, I have reaffirmed the importance of 
conducting policy-oriented researches that contribute to 
the possible solution of the global socio-economic 
issues. Meaningful policy dialogue could not be carried 
out without a basis of rigorous analysis. I am 
determined to do my best in continuing my research 
work at GSID. At last, I believe the friendship and 
network built among youth leaders, other CSO 
representatives gathered from all over the world, and 
IMF-World Bank staff are invaluable. I would like to stay 

connected with them through various future activities. 
 
 
*** Video: The entire speech/session can be seen.*** 
CSO Townhall with Managing Director Christine Lagarde and World Bank President 
Jim Yong Kim 
http://www.imf.org/external/AM/2012/mmedia/view.aspx?vid=1893338986001 
（ 56:28 - Yumeka raised a question to IMF MD Lagarde on the issues of youth 
unemployment and intergenerational gap.） 
 
Christine Lagarde Speech -2012 Annual Meetings Plenary 
http://www.imf.org/external/AM/2012/mmedia/view.aspx?vid=1895342392001 
（29:39 – Finalists of the IMF essay contest, including Yumeka, was introduced in MD 
Lagarde’s Speech at the Plenary Session of the Annual Meetings.） 
 
 

Photo4: Meeting with youth fellows from 
overseas and IMF staff 


